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Sanjay Kumar Agarwal takes charge as CBIC Chairman

B (RS officer Banjay FKumar Agarwal has taken -
charge as the Chairman of the Central Board of

Indirect Texes and Customs [CBIC). Agarwal Eﬁ“l.ﬁ\' HI.IHIIH .H.HMIWM “F[""IE IlE
suceeeds Vivek Johri who superannuated as CRIC "Ew EHHIHHM uF ﬂnl[:
chief on May 31. In an order issued on August 3,
the firance ministry had appointed Aparwal, who
was holding charge of CBIC member complinnes
management, looking into investigations.

B The CBIC, which deals with policy making
in indirect taxes —GST, customs, excise — is
headed by a chairman and has six members in
the board, The board 5 assisted by pringipal chief
comitissioners'chiel commissioners and principal
director generals’ director generals,

About the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) -

W The Central Board of Indirsct Toxes and Customs (CBRICY is a statutory body under the Ministry of Finance,
Ciovernment of India. It s responsible for the adminestration of mdirect taxes in Indis; which melude customs,
central excise, service tax, and goods and services tax (GST). The CBIC also has the responsibitity of preventing
tax evasion and smuggling,

B The CBIC was established in 1947, following the independence of India. It was originally called the Central
Board of Revenue (CBR). The CBE was responisible [or (the admuinistration of all taxes in [ndia, including direct
taxes and indirect taxes. In 2000, the CBR was split into dwo boards: the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
gnd the CBIC. The CBIC took over the responsibility of administering imdirect tixes.

B The CBIC is headed by a Chairman, who is an Indian Revenue Service (IRS) officer of the rank of Additional
Secretary o the Government of India, The Chairman 15 assisted by a number of members, who are also IRS
officers. The members are responsible for different areas of work in the CBIC, such as customs, excise, service

tax, and (i1,

B The CBIC has a number of offices located all over Indin. The headguarters of the CBIC &5 located in Mew Defhi
The CBIC also hos regional ofices, zonal offices, and held formations,

B The CBIC is a very important organization in the Indian government. 11 is responsible for collecting a significant
amaunt of revenue for the government. The CBIC also plays a vital role in preventing tax evasion and smuggling.

Here are some of the key functions of the CRIC :

*  Administering indirect taxes in India

¥ Preventing fax evasion and smopggling

v Formulating policy recommendations for indirect inxes

v Implementing laws and regulations related to indirect taxes

¥ Providing training te officers and staff of the CBIC

¥ Conduecting research on indirect fases

B The CBIC is a dvnamic organization that is constantly evohang. It is committed to providing cfficient and
effective administeation of indirect taxes in India. The CBIC is afso committed to preventing tax evasion and
smuggling. The CBIC plays a vital rale in the economic development of India.
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¥ CBIC Chairperson : Vivek Johri;
v CBIC Founded : 1 Janoary 1964,

Justice Subhasis Talapatra sworn in as new Chief Justice of

Orissa High Court

B Justice Subhasis Talapatma was officially appomied
a5 the 53rd Chief Justice of the Orissa High Court.
The oath of office was administered by Governor
Ganeshi Lal, marking his succession of Justice 5
Muralidhar.

B He is set to hold the position of Chief Justice for
a relatively short period of under two months,
concluding with his retirement on Octeber 3, 2023,

Justice Talapatra® Juodicial Fourney: From
Tripura to Orissa High Court -

B  Bom on Cctober 4, 1961, in Udaipur, Tripura,
Justice Talapatra began his judicial journey

B  Heassumed the role of a judge in the Tripura High
Court on September 13, 2003, having previously served az an additional judge in the same court from MNovember
15, 2001

B In 2008 and 2001%, he had the honor of termporanily holding the position of acting Chief Justice of the Tripura
High Court on two occasions,

B He was transterred to the Orissa High Court as a judge on June 1, 2022, where he officially took the path of
office on June 140, 2023,

Nomination of Justice Talapatra for Chief Justice of (drisga High Court by Supreme Court Collegivm -

B Justice Talapatra's nomimation for the role of Chief Justice of the Orissa High Court was put forth by the
Supreme Court Collegium, under the leadership of Chiel Justice of India DY Chandrachud

B The Collegium of the Supreme Court is composzed of the five most senior judges, including the Chief Justice of
India, Their responsibilities encompass evaluating the promotion of Chief Justices and Judges of High Courts to
the Supreme Court, the promofion of High Count Judges to Chief Justices, and the elevation of Judpes.

| ———

¥ Governor of Ouisha: Ganeshi Lal

Microsoft appoints Puneet Chandok to lead India operations

B Microsoft bas appoinicd Punect Chandok as the new Comporate Yice President of Microsoft India and South
Asia, effective from September |, 2023, He will take over operational responsibilities from Anant Maheshwari
and will lead the integration of Microsofi's businesses acrass South Asia, inclading countries like Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Maldives, Mepal, and 511 Lanka. Puneet aims to strenpthen Microsoft's presence in the resion and Focus
on key industnes through a customer-centric approach, with generative Al as a core technology.

B This appointment comes durimg a period of significant market expansion for Microsoft, cspecially in cloud
technology and digital innovation. With a massive pariner ecosystem globally, including a substantial network
in India generating high ¢loud revenue. and investments in local infrastructure, such as a new data center
in Hyderabad, Microsoft’s growth aligns with India’s emergence as a global innovation hub. The company
ia dedicated to serving the market with teansformative digital technology to contribute to India’s economic
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progress and inclusive growth agenda.
Ahout Microzoft India -

Microsoft (Masdag “MSFT” @@microsofl) enables
digital transformation for the era of an intelligent
cloud and an intelligent edge. Its mission & to
empower every person and every organization on
the planet 10 achieve more. MicTosofl sel up s
India eperations in 1990, Today, Microsofl entities
in Indin have over 200000 employess. enpaped
in sales and marketing. research, development,
customer support, and industry solutions across 10
Indian cities - Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai,
New  Delhi, Gurugram, Hyderabad, Kolkaia,
BMumbai, Moida, and Pune. Microsoft offers its global cloud services from local data centers to aceelerste digital
transformation across [ndian startups, businesses, and government organizations.

lepnrtslnq

Microsoli Founders: Bill CGiates, Maul Allen;
Microsoff Headguarters: Redmond, Washington, United States;
Microsoft Chairperson: Satva Nadella (Chairman and Chief Executive Officer).

Tesla appoints India-origin Vaibhav Taneja as its CFO

Ilu,|'iﬁr|--;j-|i5,il| Waibhay Tunl,:jﬂ lsas- been named Tesla®s
reww Chiel Financial OfMicer as the previous Anamce chiel
Zachary Kirkhom announcad his decision to step down.
He was appointed Tesla CFO im addition o s current
rofe as UChiet Accounting Officer (CAQ) of the Lis-hased
electric car major after Kirhom, Tesla’s Master of Coin
and finanee chief for the last four vears, stepped down
frovm the post.

Mr Kirkhom's 13-vear fenure with the Elop Musk-led
American EV giant was described as one of “tremendous
expansion and growth™ in the company filing

Career anid experience of Vaibhav Taneja -

Mr Tangja has served as Tesla's CAC since March
2019 and as the Corporate Controller since May 2018, He served as the Assistant Corporate Controller between
February 2007 and May 2018, and from March 20016, served in various finance and accounting roles at SokarCity
Corporation, a LIS-based solar pane! developer acquired by Tesla in 201 6, Before that, Mr Tangja was employed
at PricewaterhouseCoopers in both India and the US between July 1999 and March 2016,

Who 1s Tesla’s New CFO Vaibhav Taneja 7

Tangja i o commerce graduate. He did his Bachelor of Commerce degree from Delhi University between
19%6 and 1999 He also pursued his Chartered Accountancy from Institute of Chartered Accountants of India,

hetween 1997 and 2000,
Ll m ]'.' artan q

Tesla Founders: Elon Musk, Martin Eberhard. JB Straubel, Mare Tarpenning, Ian Wrighit:
Tesla Founded: 1 .July 203, San Carlos, California. United States;

Tesla CECy: Elon Musk (Oet Z0HE—);

Tesla Headguarters: Auosting Texas, United States.

Y
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Centre Appoints R. Doraiswamy as LIC Managing Director

B Government of India had appointed R, Doraiswanmy
s dhe Life Insurnnce Corporation of India (L1C)
managing director. He 15 currently  executive
director at the central office m Mumbai. He has been
appointed as managing director of LIC in place of
Mini Ipe with effect from the date of assumption
of charge of office on or after September 1, 2023,
and up to the date of his superannuation August 31,
2026, or until further orders, whichever i1s earlier,
the national insurer said in a regulatory filing.

B The Financial Services Institutions Burcau (FSIB),
the headhunter Tor directors of stae-owned banks
and financial insttutions, had in June recommended
the name of Mr Doraiswamy as MD. The FSIB
i5 headed by Bhanu Pratap Sharma, former secretary, Depanment of Persormel and Traimng (DoPT). Other
members of the headhunier are the Secretary, Depariment of Financial Services; Secretary, Depariment of
Public Enterprises; IRDAT Chairman Debasish Panda, former LIC managing divector Usha Sangwan, and
Tarmer Oriental Insurance managing direcior ALY, Girija koumar,

About the Lile Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) -

B Life Insurance Corporation of India {(LIC} is an Indian multinational public sector life insurance company
headquartered in Mumbai. [t is India’s largest insurance company as well as the largest institutional investor
with total assets under management worth 45,7 trillion (US3570 billion} as of March 2023, Tt & under the
cwnership of Government of India and administrative control of the Ministry of Finance,

B The Life Insurance Corporation of India was established on | September 1956, when the Parliament of India
passed the Life Insurance of India Act, nationalising the insurance industry in India. Over 245 insurance
companies and provident societies were merged logether,

PR Seshadri appointed new MD & CEO of South Indian Bank

B  The Heserve Bank of India has approved the
appointment of PR Seshadr as Managing Director
& CED of the South Indian Bank for a period of
three vears with effect from October 1, 2023,

Professional Background -

B PR Seshadri 18 an secomplished banker with
cxperiences  spanning  multiple  businesses,
functional lines and geographies. He has signiticant
experiences in enferprize level management and in
the management of all key commercial banking
business lines and he has substantial experience
in successfully managing inveators, boards and
regulatory relationships in multiple geographics,

B PR Seshadri is a respected business leader with a proven track record of building and leading large teams o
execute and deliver complex business objectives. He demonstrated his ability in creating new businesses as well
as in problem solving. He is successtul in scaling businesses — both existing and new — taking advantage of new
technologies and new market opportunities
Eductional Background -

B He holds Bachelor's degree in Electrical Engineering from the Delhi Collepe of Engineering and a Post
Graduate Diploma in Management from Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore, PR Seshadn has served as,
amengst other positions as, Managing Director & CEO of The Karur Vysva Bank Limited (KVB), Managing

% < Jol £1o 7 922233309 .
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Director & Regional Sales and Distribution Head, Citibank N.A.. Asia Pacific. Singapore, Managing Director &
Regional Head of Lending, Businesses, Citibank M. A Asia Pacific, Singapore, Managing Director CiliFinancial
Consumer Finance India Limited (CCFIL), India, Marketing Director, Citibank M. A, India Branches, Head of
Structured Finance & Managing Director, CFRSIL & Integration Manager — Associates India Limited, Head of
Banking Collections, Citibank M.A, India, Head of Automebile Finance -Northern India, Head of Community
Banking, Morthern India, and Mortgage Business, Head — Southern India, Ciei India.

-
l\lmpnr[;lnl

¥ Bputh Indian Bank Headguarters : Thrissur
v South Indian Bank Founded : 25 January 1929

Sachin Tendulkar to be EC's national icon

® TFormer Iedian  crocketer  Sachin Tendulkar
will become a “Mational leon™ of the Election
Commission (EC) and spread  awareness
regarding the need for greater voler participation
in the electoral process. The poll body will sign
a Memorandum of Understanding  with  Mr,
Tendulkar in the national capital on Wednesday. It
will be a three-vear agreement as part of which the
cricketing legend will spresd voler awareness.

B The EC's decision to appoint Tendulkar as
its national icon is a significant step towarnds
ENcouraging greater voler participation in India.
Tendulkar’s popularity and influence amoeng the
youth make him a powerful force for good, and he
15 sure to make a positive impact on the electoral process.

About the Collaboration -

W This collaboration will mark a significant step towards leveraging Mr, Tendulkar’s unparalleled impact with the
youth for incréasing volers’ participation i the forthcoming elections, especially in General Elections 2024,
the EC said in a statement. Through this partnership, the EC aims to bridge the gap between citizens, especially
youth and urban populations, and the electoral process thereby, trying to address the challenges of urban and
vouth apathy, it said

B  The Commussion had last vear recognised actor Panka) Trpathi a5 & nattonal icon. Earier, duning the 2019 Lok
Gabha clections, cricketer Mahendra Singh Dhoni, actor Aamir Khan and boxer Mary Kom had been the poll
hody's national icons,

Here are some of the reasons why Sachin Tendulkar is special :

He is widely regarded as one of the greatest ericketers of all tme.
He is an inspisation to millions of people arcund the world,

He 15 0 role model for the youth.

He is a respecied and popular fegure in Indi

He has a strong commitment o sncial cauges,

Justice Prakash Shrivastava Appointed as NGT Chairperson

B Justice Prakash Shrivastava has been appointed as Chairperson of Mational Green Tribunal {NGT). After the
former Chairperson Justice A K Goel retired, After the former Chairperson Justice A K Goel retired in July,
Justice Sheo Kumar Singh was appointed as the Acting Chamrperson. Justice Srivastav Enraolled as Advocate
on February 2, 1987, He Practised on Tax, Civil and Constitutional sides in the Supreme Court of India at
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Mew Delhi, He was later appointed as a Judge of
the High Court of Madhya Pradesh on January 18,
2008 and become a permanent Judee on January
15, 2001k

Life and Career of Prakash Shrivastava -

Justice Shrivastava was bom on March 31, 1961,
In the year 1987, he was enrolled a5 an advocate
and practiced in tax, civil, and constitutional law,
al the supreme Courl. Later, he was appomied as
an additional judge at the Madhya Pradesh High
Court on January 18, 2008 before being made
permanent on Janvary 15, 2000, Subsequently.
Justice Shrivastava served as the Chief Justice of
Calewtta High Court from Cietober 11, 2021 till his refirement on March 30, 2023,

About the NGT -

The Mational Green Tribunal (MGT) is aspecialized body set up by the Government of India under the National
Cireen Tribunal Act, 2010 to provide speedy and effective justice to cases related to environmental protection
snd conservaiion of forests and other natural resources. It s & quasi-judicial body with powers to hear and
decide cases relating to environmental pollution, environmental degradation, and other matters affecting the
environment,

The NGT has its headquarters in New Delhi and has five zonal benches located at Bhopal, Pume, Kolkata,
Chennai, and Gowahiati, The Tribunsl is headed by a Chairperson who is @ refired judge of the Supreme Court
or the High Court, The other members of ithe Tribunal are alse gualified legal protessionals,

The NGT has the power To

hear and decide cases relating w enviroamental pellution, epvironmental degradaton, and other matters affecting
the cavironment;

issue directions, orders, of decrees for the protection of the environment;

gward compensation for damages caused to the environment;

take suo motu action on matters relating to environmental protection; and

perform such other functions as may be prescribwad,

Parminder Chopra appointed as CMD of
Power Finance Corporation (PFC)

Power Finance Corporation (PPC) has appoinied
Parminder Chopra as Chairman and Managing
Dwrector (CMDY; she becomes the first woman to
lead India’s largest NBFC. Chopra assumed the
top job al the power sector lender with effect from
August 14, 2023, She cadier held additional charge
s CMD from June 1, and was Director (Finance)
fromn July |, 2020, She also played a Key rolke in the
successtul implementation of & Ks 1,12 lakh crore
Liquidity Infusion Scheme (LIS} for the power
distribution sector, which was rolled out as part of
the Atmanirbhar Bharat mitative.

Carcer and experience of Parminder Chopra -

Chopra has over 33 years of experience in the

power and financial sector, At PFC, she has headed key finance functions, including rezource mobilisation
(domestic and internatonal markets), banking, treasury; asset lability management and stressed assat resolubion.
Her prior experience inciudes stints in power sector majors such as NHPC and Power Grid Corporation of India.
Under her leadership, PFC has increased funding to clean energy projects, including funding of electric vehicles,
bio-fuels, hybrid renewables like Round The Clock, renewable equipment manufacturing, and recently signed
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Molls with clean energy developers worth Fs 2,40 lakh erorg, o emerge a principal financier of clean energy
projects,
Educational and Professional Background -

B Parminder Chopra holds a Bachelor’s degree in Commerce from Delhi University, a testament to her solid
scademic foundation. Furthermaore, her credentials extend to being a qualified Cost and Management Accountant,
showensing ber expertise in Hnancinl management, To enhance her managerial skills, she also possesses a Post
Graduate Diploma in Business Management.

Abaut the Power Finanee Corporation {PFC)

B Power Finance Corporation (PFC) is a financial institution based in India that specializes in providing funding
and hinancial assistance for various power and energy-related projects. Established in 1986, PFC plays a crucial
role in suppoding the development of the power sector in the country,

B PFCs primary objective 1s (o ensure the availlability of funds for the expansion, modernization, and development
of power generation, transmission, and distribution projects, It offers financial solutions to both public and
private sector entities involved in the power industry.

Kamlesh Varshney, Amarjeet Singh Appointed

SEBI whole-time members

B The Appomiments Commitiee of the Cabinet
(ACCY has approved the appointment of Kamlesh
Yarshney and Amarjeel Singh as SEBI Whole-Time
Members. While Varshney, a 1990-batch officer of
the Indian Revenee Service, is & joint secretary at
the revenue depariment in the Finance Minisiry,
Singh is an executive director at the Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

B Both Virshney and Singh have been appoimted
for thres years from the date of assumption of
charge or until further orders, whichever is earlier,
according to an order issucd by the Scorctariat of
the ACC, At SEBI, Varshiney and Singh will fill
in the vacancies created by the retirement of S K
Mohanty and Anania Barua.

All about the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBL) -

B The Securitics and Exchange Board of India (SEED) is the regulator of the seouritics market in India. 11 was
established in 1992 by the Government of India to protect the interests of investars in securities and (o promote
the development of, and to regulate, the securities market and for matters connected therewith and incidental
thereto,

SEBI has a wide range of powers and functions, including :

Registering and regulating stock exchanges

Regulating the sctivities of brokers, sub-brokers, and other intermediaries

Moaitoring the securities market for any irregularities or malpractices

Taking action against those who violate the securities laws

Educating investors about the securities market

SEBI is a statutory body and its headquarters are in Mumbai, Maharashira, It has regional offices in all major

cities in India. SEBI has plaved a significant role in the development of the Indian securities market. 1t has
helped i create a more frensparent and orderly marked, and has protected the interests of investors.

Here are some of the key achievements of SEBI ¢

Increased investor awareness about the securities market

Brought down the number of fraudulent and manipulative activities in the market
Improved the corporale govemance praciices of isted compames

Promoted the development of new products and serviees in the securities market
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BPCL announces Rahul Dravid as Brand Ambassador

B Bharat I-"ctrnllr:um Corporation .I'td' .: BPCL) has I S RTCANTE
announced cricketer Rahul Dravid as its new brand
ambassador. He will endorse BPCL's Pure for
Bure initistive and range of MAK lubricants. This
exeiting parinership highlights Bharat Petroleum’s
strong dedication to quality, authenticity, and
cacellence, Rahul Dravid embodics cxceptional
sporismianship, serves as @ role model, amd
possesses qualities such as imegrity, dependabiliny,
and trustworthiness that align perfectly with our
values gt BPCL., Rahul Dravid will endorse BPCL's
well-known Pure for Sure initiative and their range
of MAK lubricanis.

B As an icon who elevated Indian cricket to new
heights, Rahul truly represents our valuwes of trust, ethics, service, and consistency, His association with BPCL
will further emphasize our commibtment o deliverng quality products consumers can rely on throughout the
Loy,

About the Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) -

B Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) is an Indian public sector underiaking under the ownership of
the Ministey of Petrolewm and Matural Gas Government of India. It operates three refineries in Bina, Kochi and
Mumbai. BPCL is India’s second-largest government=ewned downstream oil producer, whose operations am
oversesn by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. It was ranked 309th on the 2020 Fortune list of the
world's biggest Public sector undertakings in India, and 792nd on Forbess 2021 “Cilobal 20007 lst.

B In 976, the company was nationalized under the Act on the Mationahsation of Foreign Oil companies ESS0
(1974), Burma Shell (1976} and Caltex (1977}, On 24 January 1976, the Burmah Shell was taken over by the
Giovermment of Indig o form Bharat Refineries Limited, On 1 August 1977, it was renamed Bharat Petrolewm
Corporation Limited. It was also the first refinery to process newly found indigenous crode Mumbai High Field

@)
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Infosys Signs Tennis Legend Rafael Nadal As Ambassador For 3 Years

W Infosyvs anpounces a three-year parinership with
global tennis icon Rafael Nadal, appointing him
a5 the brand ambassador and the face of Infosys®
Digital Innovation, This parinership not only marks
o milesiong for Madal but also signibies Infosye’
dedicstion o fransforming the fennis landseape
through cutting-edge technologies.

Redefining Tennis Analysis Through Al -

B At the heart of this collahoration lies the creation

of o match analysis ool infised with the power
of artificial intelligence. This personalized tool 1=
set to offer real-time msights to Nadal's coaching
tewm, enabling them to simulianeousty irack data
from his live matches during his return to the tour,
The ool will merge this live data with historical match information, facilitating a comprehensive analysis that
will undoubtedly enhance Nadal's performance stirafegy.

Revolutionizing the Tenmis Experience -

B Infosys has embarked on & joumey to revolutionize the way tfenmis s experienced by fans, players, and coaches
alike. Through its picneering platforms for video and statistics analysis, the company has elevated training
methodologies, offering plavers and coaches unprecedented insights into performance dvnamics. Moreover, by
integrating Al-pssisted joumalism platforms into match analvsis, Infosys has enabled broadeasters o deliver
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engaging confent, enriching the viewer expeériénce,
Fioneering a Symergy of Sportsmanship and Technological Ingenulty -

B The partnership between Infosys amd Rafael MNadal signifies a remarkable fusion of sporismuanship and
technological innovation. As both entities collaborate to reshape tennis throngh Al-powered inzights and
imumersive digital experiences, they not only embrace the present but alzo lay the groundwork for a future where
sports and technology harmoniously convere,

FIDC Announces Appointment Of Umesh Revankar As Chairman

B Ina meeting convened i Mumbal, the managing
committee of the Finance Industry Development
Council (FIDC) has  appointed  Mr. Umesh
Revankar, who presently serves as the Executive
Yice Choirmaon for Shrirem Finance Limited, as
the new Chairman of FIDC. This decision comes
in recognition of Revankar's extensive experience
and profound expertise in the financial services
seChor,

New Leadership for FIDC =

B Umesh Revankar™s is set o teke on this role for a
two-vear berm, beginning on the 23rd of August,
2023, With decades of experience in the financial
services industey, Bevankar is poised 1o steer FIDC towards a new ¢ra of progress and advancement,

An estrions Career -

g >

B Umesh Revankar's journey in the financial services industry spans over 35 years, starling as an excoulive
trainee with Shriram Group in 1987, Through the vears, he has climbed the corporate ladder, taking on varous
responzibilities and key leadership positions in buginess operations. His impactful contributions have been
pivolal in establishing Shriram Transpor Finance as India's largest commercial vehicle financer.,

Piverse Roles and Achievements of Revankar Bevond Shriram Finanee Limited -

B Apart from his sigmificant contnibutions to Shovam Finance Limited, BEevankar is also a Director for mulbple
companies within the Shriram Group, These include Shriram Automall India Limited, Shriram General
Insurance, and Sheram Life Insurance. His educational background iz equally impressive, helding a Master
of Business Administration {MBA) in fnence from Mangalore University. He has further honed his skills by
participating in an Advanced Management Programme at Harvard Business School

Kamlecsh Gandhi and K.Y, Srinivasan Join as Co-chairmen of FIDN -

B Tocomplement Umesh Bevankar’s leadership, Kamilesh Gandhi, CMD of MAS Financial Services Limited, and
K.V Srinivasan, CEO and WTD of Profectus Capital Private Limited, have been appointed as Co-chairmen of
FID. This collaborative approach to leadership is expected to further enhance FIDCs effectivencss in driving
growth and innovation within the financial services industry.

Emmerson Mnangagwa Wins Second Term As President Of Zimbabwe

B Emmerson Mnangagwa has been declared the winner of Zimbabwe’s presidential election, securing a second
terin as the nation’s leader. The Zimbabwe Electora]l Commission (ZEC) announced Mnangagwa as the viclor
with 32.6% of the vole, while his closest rival, Nelson Chamisa of the Citizens' Coalition For Change (CCCY,
tratled behind at 44%.

B Thiz election marks a significant moment in Zimbabwe’s political londscape, oecurnng six vears after the full of
longtime ruler Robert Mugobe, who was ousted from power in a military cougp.

Emmerson Moangagwa: From Palitical Appreatice to Zimbabwe’s “Crocodile™ President -

B Bom on 15 September 1942, Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa is a prominent Fimbabwean politician
whae sssurmed the role of Zimbabwe’s President on 24 November 2017, A dedicated member of {Zimbabwe
Adrican Mational Union-Patriotic Front) ZAMNU-PF and a close associate of former President Robert Mugabe,
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Mnangagwa occupied various kev  ministerial
positions and served as Mugabe's Viee-President
umiil November 2017,

W Taking the helm at the age of B0, Mnangagwa's
ascendancy  followed a 20017 military  coup
that deposed Zimbabwe's longstanding  leader,
Robert Mugabe, who had held authority since the
country’s independence in 1980, During the mid-
1980z, Mnangagwa held responsibility for intermal
securily, Mpongagwa wes nicknamed as “The
Crocodile,” a creature renowned in Zimbabwean
legend for its cunning and unyiclding nature.™

B Indian Oil Corperabion Lid, (I0C), a promument
plaver in the oil and gas industry, is taking
significant steps to expamd its business in the
commercial and industrial LPG segment, The
company recently launched a caplivating video
conferencing featuring Celebrity Chel Sanjeev
Kapoor as a brand ambsssador for ils Indane
XTRATE) LPG brand,

Introduction of Indane XTRATE] LPJY Brand -

B In a recent event held in Bengaluru, V. Satish
Kumar, Marketing Director at Indizn Oil, unveiled
& brand-new video commercial that highlights the
Indane XTRATEJ LPG Brand. This new offering
gims 1o provide a cost-efficient solution thal nol
only meets the requirements of varous segments such as hotels and bospitabiity but also addresses the growing
cxpectations of cusiomers in an ern of rapid change,

Rapid Growth in Market Volume

B Sailendra, Executive Director at Indian Oil, revealed that the company has experienced remarkable vear-on-
vear growth in the market volume of Indane XTRATEI LPG, This growih signifies the pogitive demand Tor this
product among consumers.

Saving and Benelits with XTHRATE) LG -

B The Indane XTRATEI brand comes with a guarantee of a minimum of 3% savings and users have the potential
Iy save even more hased on their usage pattern. This cost-effect veness, combinad with the endorsement by Chef
Ranjeey Kapoor, mokes XTRATEN n compelling choiee for businesses in the hospitality and commerzial sector.
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President Droupadi Murmu Approves 76 Gallantry Awards

B President Smil Dreoupadi Murmw has given her
agpproval for 7o Gallaniry awards 1o members
of the Armed Forces and Ceniral Armed Police
Forces on the occasion of Independence Day
2023, Among these honors are four Kinti Chakra
agwards (awerded posthumously), 11 Shaurva
Chakrn awards (including five posthumous]), (wo
Bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry), 52 Sena Medals
(Ciallantry). three Mao Sena Medals (Gallantry)
and Four Vavu Sena Medals (Gallantey),

B Additionally, the Presidemt has sanctioned 30
Mention-in-Diespatches awards to Army personnel,
including a posthumous award for Army dog
Madhu, and one for an Adr Force member, These
recognibions acknowledge their significant contributions 1n varous military operations, such as Operation
Rakshak, Operation Snow Leopard, Operation Casualty Evacuation, Operation Mount Chomo, Operation
Pangsau Pass, Operation Meghdoot, Operation Orchid, Operation Kalisham Valley, Rescue Operation, and
Operation Evacuation

Following is the list of Crallantry Awards approved by the President :

KIRTI CHAKRA

Mo,  Wamee and Bank Service vward

] i Late Shri [:Ii|i|1 F'.un:.'-lr_[:lm |||:-ip'l.',jl_'.|' _(Tt PF |'_i"|.1\||:l|||:||.r-||:;|:-
ey Late Shri Raj Kumar Yadava HCG0 CRPF (Posthumods )
k| Laie Shri Bablu Rahha Constable/GGD CRPF (Posthumons)
4} Late Shri Sambhu Ray Constable TG CRPF (Posthumoush

SHATURYA CHAKRA

Wame and Rank Rervice
| IC-TE052 K Major Vijay Verma The Rajput Regimend, 44th Batalion,
The Rashiriva Kifles Ay
2 IC-TERTTP Major Vikas Bhambh, 252 Army Aviation Sguadron Army
Sena Medal (Posthumsoas)
1 IC-R 1741 P Majosr Mustata Babara 252 Army Aviathon Squadran Ay
Sena Mixdal ( Posthumons)
4 IC-751 2% Major Sachin Megi The Cirenadiers, S50h Batalion, Ay
The Rashiriva Kifles
5 SC-00MESH Magor Rajendrn Prasad Jal The Dogrn Begiment, 62nd Battalion, Amny
The Rashtriva Rifles
& SC-0007 1L Major Bavindae Singh The Anmaursd Corps, 44th Batalion, Rawa
Rawat The Rashiriva Rifles
7 16013452 F Hav Vivek Singh Tumar Sth Bamalion, The Eajpuana Bifles Ay

[ Postlamans)
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Mame and Rank
16022 160H MNailk Bhim .'-iith.

TA779235 X Rilleman Kulbushan

Late Shri Saifullah Cadn, S Constable

Shri Gamii Mukesh Kumar.
Comstable 61 CRPF

Service

The Rajputuna Bifles, $h Batialion,
The Rashirva Rifles

Award

Army

The Jemmu and Kashimir Rifles, 52nd Battalion,

St [ Fosthumads) The Bashiriyva Bifles

I&E Police

Ay
MHA
BAH A

Fed

BARTO SEMNA MEDAL (GALLANTRY)

Mame and Rank
IC-Tal BEE Major Mitish Tyagi,
Sena Medal

IC-H0201 K Major A Banjith Kunsar,
Eena Medal

12th Battalion, The Parschole Ragimen
Sani Medal

The Parachuse Regimeni, High Altitude
YWarfare School

Awaril

Army

Army

[B%]

Las

L]

-3

1

I'I‘

13
14

15

L]

IV
16

i

il

]

o
a

SENAMEDAL (GALLANTRY)

Wame and Fank

IC-64244P Lieutenant Colonel
Yoeresh Kumar Safi

IC-THEX Lisutenant Cofonel
D¥hruw Rajan

IC-T46533H Majer Ablimanyu Repawal

IC-7335%3H Majie Nekbotso Secu Angand
IC-TE219H Major Vikas Giri

IC-TTT79F Major Abhishek Tyagi

IC-THD] K Major
!-f.'nr:l.-.'.:nhe Apoory Suhas

IC-78151 L Major Asshish Dhonchak

IC-TETTM Majoer Mavdesp Goswami
IC-TH90F Mejor Rishabh Negl

IC-B0203 M Major

Bormwake Apoory Suhas
IC-B056EK Major Abhishek Katoch
IR 15920 r'.-1.31_i|.|r Sourabh Kumar

IC-B81TTIH Major Ranjit Kumir

IC-H3000H Major Santosh Kumar
IC-R3 10BN Major

Rishabh kumar Nashine
1C-85077X Major Ronish Kumar
SC-00943% Major

Dhimnal Rohan Shahaji
S5-46282H Major Maanas Marka

S5-462ERY r'-.iiljur Javeer Yaday
B8-4B332X Major Thakre Akash Ashok
S5-4H90W Magor Vikas Lamba

VOOGA
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sprvice

523 [nwelligence and Field Securty Unit

The Grenadiers, 29th Battalion,
Thi Rashiriva Rifles

The Annoursd Corps, 22nd Battalicn,
Ihe Rashiriya Rifles
3rd Battalion, The Sth Gorkha Rifles

The Parachute Regiment, 50th Battalion,

The Rashiriva Rifles

The Grenadiers, 55th Barialion.

The Rashiriva Rifles

The Corps of Engineers, 3rd Haigalion,
The Rashiriva Kifles

The Sikh Light Infaniry, [9th Battalion,
The Rashinva Kifles

fith Battalion, The Tat Regiment

The Corps of Engineers, 3rd Baalion,
The Rashariva Kifles

dth Battalion, The Pamchute Begiment
{Special Foroes)

Sth Battalion. The Rajput Regiment
15ch Bamalion, The Eumaon Begiment

The Brgade of the Guanrds, 30ih Batalion,

The Roshirive Rifles

11 _Gurl-;hu Rifles. | Sikkim Scouis Bamalin

Gth Baftalion, The Dogra Regiment

19th Batialion. The Punjab Regument

The Rajput Regiment, 44th Batalion,
The Rashirivo Rifles

The Corps of Engineers, 30 (Independent)
REeconnaizsance and Observation Flight
Ind Battalion, The Bihar Eepiment

Al Engineer Regimend

1 2th Battalion, The Mahar Regiment

www, reliablencud emy, cony
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Wame and Hank Service
23 IC-RIMTY Captain Aagresh Chaohon The Bayputona Rities, Sth Battalion, Army

The Rashiriva Rifles
24 IC-B5483X Captain Saurabh Gupia 12th Batialion. The Parschuie Regiment | Special Forces) Ay
25 Sa-H195M Capenin Chetan Singh The Corps of Siznals, 34tk Battalion,

The Rashiriyva Rifles Armny
26 JC-2479751 Risaldar Sanjay Kamar 33 Armoured Regiment Amy
2T JC-551984N Maib Subedar Sth Battalion, The Assam Begiment Ammy

Dvipti Kumar Hazwari
28 3202898H Havildar Manaoj Kamar The Jat Bepiment, 34th Batalion,

The Rashiriya Rifles Ay
24 A00E AN Havildar Amn Kumar The Drrzra Repiment, 62nd Battalion,

The Rashiriva Kitles Army
3 4193965F Havildar Ranveer Singh The Kumaon Regiment. 50th Bamwalion,

The Rashinva Kifles Ammy
£l 415900936 Havilder Pradeep Kumar Singh 15th Battalion, The Kumaon Eegiment Army
32 53030562 K Maik Sovindra Kumar 12tk Bawalion, The Parachute Regiment

i Special Foroes) Armny
33 IB00E135A Naik Dharmvir The Corps of Engineers, 3rd Bamalion,

The Rashiriva Rifles Army
> 1*HI0Z538 L Naik Hardeep Singh 24th Battulion, The Sikh Regiment Army
L 270663 1 X Maik Munish Eomar The Grenadiera, 35th Boartalion,

The Rashiriva Rifles Ay
36 I0IZ008F Maik Sarvendra Singh The Rajput Regiment, 44th Bamalion,

- . The Rashiriya Rifles . Army
3T 3M23TTY Maik Khemchand Sth Bawalon, The Bajput Begiment Army
£ 4436259 Naik Harjinder Singh The Sikh Light Infanwry, |%th Bastalion,

The Rashiriva Rifies Army
o S1E4169H Maik Rafig Ahmad Mis The Fammu and Kashmie Light [nfaniry,

_ S0th Battalion, The Rashtriya Riflea Ay
40 20004865 Lance Maik Abhishek The Dogra Begiment, 2nd Battalion,

The Rashiriva Rifles Ay
41 JOEE16HA Lance Maik The Rajput Remmend, 44th Battalion,

Sanwra Choudbary The Rashiriyva Rifles Armmy
42 200077621 Sepoy Yashwant Singh The Dhrgrn Regiment, G2nd Battalion,

The Bashiriyi Rifles Army
43 ZSIRIOTX Sepoy Akashdeep Singh 18th Bamalion, The Panjab Regiment ANy
44 3M6La0M Sepoy Satemm The Bajput Begiment, 44th Battalion,

The Rashiriya Rifles. Army
45 BB IB2E Sepoy The Rajput Regnmend, 44th Battalion,

Sarrwr Choudbary The Rashiriya Rifles Aqmy
46 JIEZS2N Sepoy Drhan Singh Gurgar The Rajput Regiment, 44th Battalion,

The Rashiriva Eifles ATy
47 R211310X Sepoy Vikash The Jai Ezgiment, 34th Banalion,

The Rashiriva Rifles Ay
48 129750428 Riflenman Sheheen HominGan 162 Infaniry Battalion { Termiorial Armoy) Armmy
40 1551121 TY Sowar Ravi Sharma The Armvoured Corpa. 22nd Battalion,

The Rashiriyva Rifles Ay
= 1l 23961 L. Sappeer Vishal Yadov The Corps of Engineers, 44th Banalon,

The Rashiriya Rifles Anmy
5 2TE3315F Grenadier Salim Khan The Grenadizers, 29th Battalion,

The Rashiriva Rifles Army
a2 525 1500W Gunner Ramalingam K The Regiment of Artillery, |%th Battalion,

The Rashiriva Rifles Army
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NAD SENA MEDAL {GALLANTRY)

Mo Mame and Rank Service

1 Liestenant Commander Panserselvam Vishnuo Prasanna (O8405-F) Mavy

2 Commander _J‘:.uth-'I.Ell'." Banerjes (DA158-W) Mavy

3 Cormmarsder Hamsh Siﬂ.E]I Farki (05093-7) My

WAYL SENA ."lr1F.llALil.';.ﬂ. LLA "iTH'.'i"i

| Wing Commancder Shiv Kabmar Chauhan {28472} Flvinge (Pilot) Adr Force
2 Wing Commander Shrey Tomar (20170} Flyving (Pifot) Air Force
3 Bquadron Leader GL Vinesth (31529 Flying (Pilot) Adr Force
4 Flight Licutenant Pradeep Marugan (3607 1 METAGARUD Air Force

Following is the Hst of “Mention-In-Despatches” of Army and Air Foree Personnel;

Mame and Hank Orperation Service
| L lesiteimng O obonel liilrllll}' qu,:latlnlll Fakshak Indlian -'"|I|||:.-'
) T‘.I||.|-_|!'|:|.=-i [I'['-{:l-'llj‘:l'l'-i] ] )
s Mlmjor Ajit Kumar Boat (10-7206594 ) Cperation Rakshak Indign Arnmy
3 Major Jaiddep Jakhar (IC-T7241A) Operation Rakshak Indian Amy
4 Major Amandesp Smgh (HC-B2TTIL) Chperabion Rakshak Indian Army
A Mlajor Ankit (S5-1900G6P) Operation Rakshak Inglian Anmy
fi Hawildar Amandesp Bana [-:'I-"'-HEI:-'[_l]'n.'l."l Operation Kakshak I-nc!w,u ATy
7 maik Bashir Ahmad Gamai ((29743534X)  Operation Rakshak fndlign Ay
B Acting Lonce Dafadar Mohd [brabim Operation Bakshak Inslian Aamy
Khan Mustufs Khan (724077
q Sepoy Yudhveer (42051 74M) Operation Rakshak Indian Arnmy
W Army Dog Madho (SB%, Posthumois) Operation Rakshak Imchian Ariny
il Ligwienant Cobone] Aakash Majumdar — Operation Snow Leopard Indign Army
[55-34547H}
12 Major Jasvinder Chavhan (IC-79220H)  Opermbon Snow Leopard Incian Arry
13 fdainr Prateek Bist (1C-81520H) Opeeration Saow Leopard Inclign Ay
14 Copiin Rahul Kauchal (55-40800K) Oiperation Snow Leopard Indian Anmy
15 Havildar Maodhukar Eumar {E51632X 1M} Operation Snow Leopard Indian Aroy
16 Tranee Rapten Phamisek (A73247K)  Operation Soow Leopand Indian Ay
iI7  Lieutenant Cobonel Vikmmjit Singh Operation Casualty Evacuation Indign Army
[ T e
18 Lieuteniant Colonel Roshnikanta Ciperation Casumalty Bvacuation Inclian Ay
Irumgham (IC-71283%5
1% Capliin Mavneel Singh Bana (1C-832049) Oiperetion Maunt Chama Indian Arny
2 Marh Subssdar Jamiil Singh Operation Pamgsa Pass Indikn Army
[JC-1929] TH)
Z| Rifleman Tidip Siksa (G/501 3009H) Operation Pangsa Pass Indian Army
22 Havildar Jaggit Singh (1 3626980F) Dperation Meghdool Indizn Ay
23 Havildar Lovejit Singh (4483607F) Operation Meghdoot Indian Ay
X Havildar Fai f'iiuﬂ_h l!:kt_'.r_{li'i.':'i'.:!II[F{l'-}?‘u'b Cipermtion Oinchid Inclian Ay
F i Hireildar Jagroop Singh {1362 6506F) Oiperation Kalisham Valley Indign Anmy
26 Maik Aravind Kumar Mauryn Rescue Operation Indign Anmy
[ 135830511
2T Major Parambeer Simgh (HO-T9980M ) CHEAC Meating Approval Inclian Arvy
28 Mdajor Mongmeikapam Danish CHEAC Meeting Approvil Indign Army
(TA-42651 P}
o' Capdain Abhishek Dhaka (IC-36130K) CHEAC Meeting Approval Inclian Army
il mlaik Mohazh il'.re:lh_a [ S4p51H I:t]?{.l F-F‘I&.l:il.l:._- ".ir:r:lir!g e r.lpm-.'ll.l I:1n_:|i:|n Arnmy
£ Wing Commander Askish Kopoor (28218} Operation Evacuation Inedian Air Force
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Subhash Runwal receives the Lifetime Achievement Award RICS

B Subhash Bunwal, Chairman of Bunwal, a leading
real estate developer with a legacy of over four
decades, has been recognized with the Lifetime
Achievement Award at the first-ever RICS South
Asia Awards, RICS (Roval Institution of Chartersd
Survevors) is o plobal industry body representing
professionals across the country.

B Hosting its first-ever awards, it simed fo recognize
global and Indian industry-leading achievements
and demonstrate the upholding of the highest
standards  of  professionalism  and  ethics by
individuals and tearmms across buill and natural
enviranments. This recognition 15 a festimony to
Runwal's exceptional contributions, outstanding achievements, and unwavering dedication to the real estate
secior,

About Runwal -

B Established in 1978, Runwal is one of Mumbai's premier real estate developers, operating in the residential,
commercial, and organized retail verticals for over 4 decades, with a robust track record of 42+ delivered
projects and 24 ongoing projects, The developer boasts of over 35,000+ happy families; it has continuously
driven to keep the “customer” a8 a Tocal poinl in the desigrmng, planning, and constrection of all s projects. The
testimony of their legacy has been that 35+ awards have been won by the group over these vears,

Aboul the RICS (Koyal Institution of Chartered Surveyors) -

B RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors) is a global industry body representing professionals across the
couniry. Hosting its first-ever awards, it aimed o recopnize global and Indian industry-leading achievemenis
and demonstrate the upholding of the highest standards of professionalism and ethies by individuals and teams
across built and natural environments.

Indian-American economist Raj Chetty awarded
Top Harvard University prize

B Raj Chetty and Michael Springer awarded
Harvard's George Ledlie Prize

B Raj Chetty. an Indian-Amencan economist, and
Michael Springer, a biologist, have been awarded
Harvard University's George Ledlie Prize for their
proumdbreak ing wark in their respeciive fields,

B Chetty, a professor of economics at Harvard
University, is known for his work on economic
mobility, He bas used big data to study the fastors
that influence a person’s ability o move up the
economic ladder. His research has shown that the
American Dream is ot as attainable as many people
believe, and that there are significant obstacles that
prevent peeple from achieving upward mobility.

B Springer, a professor of systems biology at Harverd Medical School, is known for his work on developing
new diagnostic tests. He was instrumental in developing a faster and more accurate COVID-1D fest, which
has helped o bmprove the Gght against the pandemic, He alse helped 1o design and operate the new Harvard
Universily Clinical Laboratory { HUCL), which has managed 1esting and samples for the university community.
About the George Ledlie Prize -

B The George Ledlio Prize is awarded by the President and Fellows of Harvard College to a member of the
Harvard community who has made the most valuable contribution to science, o in any way [or the benefil of
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mankind. 1t iz awarded no more I-l'EquunI!:,r thian Every PwWo Years,

Chetty and Springer are both deserving recipients of this prestigious award. Their work has made significant
contributions o their respective fields, and it has helped o make the world & better place

Here are same additional details about the two winners :

Raj Chetty is a professor of economics at Harvard University and the director of Opportunity Insights, a rescarch
proup that studies ineguality. He is also o former advisor to US President Joe Biden on economic issues.
Michael Springer is a professor of systems biology al Harvard Medical School. He iz known for his work on
developing new dingnostic tests, including a faster and more accurate COVID- 19 test. He also helped fo design
and operate the new Harvard University Clinical Laboratory (HUCL).

69th National Film Awards 2023 Winners List Announced

The winners of the 69th Wational Film Awands
werg announced at the MNational Media Center in
Mew Delhi. The at%th Mational Film Awards ook
center stage, unveiling a constellation of talented
winners who have left an indelible mark on India’s
cinematic landscape. These awards are recognized
as one of the highest honaors in the field of film-
making, serve as an evident 1o the dedication and
creativity of individuals who contmbute o the
nation’s rich cinematic tapestry.

MNational Film Awards YWinners 2023 -

In & glittering ceremaony, the winners of the 69th
Mattonal Film Awards were revealed. The Allu
Arjun was awarded for the Best Actor for the film
Pushpa while the Best Actress Award was presented o Alia Bhatt and Kriti Sanon for their films Gangubai
kKathiawadia and Mimi respectively, The Best Feature Film Award was presented to The Nambi Effect, The
Kashmir Files won the Nargis Dot Avwarnd for Best Film on MWational Integration,

6%th National Film Awards 2023 Complete Winners List

Category Winner

bt Best Fegture Filim Bockeiry

b Best Divecior Mikhil Mahajan, Godavari

W Best Popular Film Providing Wholesome Entertainment RRE

#  Morgis Dutt Award for Best Film on Notional Integration The Kozhmir Files

B Best Actor Adlu Argum, Pushpa

B Best Aciress Alin Bhat, Ganzwbai Kathenvadi and Kot Sanan, Mimi

ke Besl Supporing Actor Pankai Tripathi, Mimi

W Hest Supporting Adtress Pallavi boali, The Kashimir Files

b Best Child Artist Bhavin Rabari, Chhello Show

B Best Screenplay (Origimal) Shahi Kabir, Nayattu

W Best Scecenplay (Adapted) Sanjay Leela Bhansali & Utkarshini Vashishtha,
Giangubal Kathiawadi

13 Basi ]]'lll.lﬂgm.- Writer Litkarshim Vachishiho & Prskash h'..apu.-e.liu.
{:'anguh:.i K athiawndi

13 Best hiusie Direclr { Sonesh Pevi Sl Frasadl, I"I.|:~|1[|.'|

W Best Music Direction | Background Music) MM Keeravazni, RRR

b Best Male Plavback Singer Kaala Bhairava, RRER

w _ Bost Female Playback Sinper Shreva Ghoshal, Iravin Mizhal

b Dest Lyncs Chandrataose, Konda Polam’™s Dhsn Crtham Dl

W Best Hindi Film Sardar Udham

& 0000
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Category Winner
i Best kannnda Film TTT Charlie
b Best Malzyalam Film Horme
ke Best Cujarati Film Chhelle Show
bk Best Tamil Film K ndaizi Yivasayi
#w_ Besl Telugu Film Uppena
b Best Maithili Filim Samanan e
b Best Mishing Film Baomba Ride
b Best Marathi Film Ekda Kaav Zala
b Best Bengali Film Eoalkokkho
B Besl Assamese Film Anur
W Best Meiteilon Film Etkhaoigi Yum
B Best Cklia Film Prattk<hya
b Indiva Gandhi Award for Best Delbat Filon of a Divecio Meppadivan, Vishnu Mohan
B Best Film on Social [sspes Anunaad — The Eesonance
B Best Film on Environment Conservation/ Preservation Agvasavyuham
W Best Children’s Film Giancdhi and Co
M Best f"..lldl-;,:-]_.[nl[ﬂ'l:,-'q Lacateomn Souand B n,.'nrd'i:ﬂ:l Armn Asok & Sonu K P Chovitt
W Hest Audiography {Sound [esigner) Aneezh Basu, Jhilll
e Best Audiography { Re-recordist of the final mixed teack) Sinoy Jogeph, Sardar Lidham
¥ Best Choreography Prem Rakshith, RER
b Bost Cingrnatography Avik Mukhopadbayay, Sardar Udban
#  Besl Costume Designer Ween Bapur B, Sardar Ldbam
W Besl Special Effects Srinivas Mohan, REE
W Best Production Desipgn Drnitni Malich and Mans Dhoow Mehta, Sandar Udham
B Best Editmig Sanfay Leels Rhanszali, Gangubai Kathiswadi
b Best Moakeup Preetishecl Singl, Gangubei Eathinwadi
W Best Bund Choreography Emg soloman, ERE
W Bpeciel Jury Award Shershuah, Vishnuvandhan
W Special Mention I Eate Shr Mallandi, Kadaisi Vivasap
2, Amanyva Guptn & Bithan Biswas, Ihitli
3. Indrans, Home 4. Jahanara Bagum, Anur
#  Besi Mon-feature film Ek Tha Gaopn
B Hest DMrection {Mon-featmre Al Bakul Mativani, Smile Flease
i Best Debut Non-Feature Film of a Director Paanchika, Ankit Kothari
¥ Best Anthropotogical Film Fire on Edge
bk Best Biogrophical Film Bukhu Matir Duklw Maojhi and Beyond Blast
B Hesl Ars Filing oM, Krishaan Bow Strings W Divine
w  Besi Science & Technology Films Ethes of Darkness
b Best Promotional Film Endangere] Heritage “Warli An'
e Begt Envirenment Filoy (Mon-faatuee film) Mumnam Valavu
b Best Film on Socinl Issues (Mon-feature film) blitha Di mnd Three Two Onz
B Best Investigative Film Looking For Challan
W Besi Exploration Film Avushiman
W Bag Educatsonal Film Sirpigalin Sirpangal
e Beal Short Ficoeon Film [3al Bhan
b Best Animation Film K andittundu
B Best Film on Family Yalues {Chand Saznse
W Best Cinemptography (Mon-feamore film) Hittun Rawnt, Patanl
B Best Awsdiogmphy {Re-recordist of the final mixed frock) Linns Knshnan, Ek Tha Gaon

(Mon-feature film)
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Winner

Category

b Best Production Sound Recordist { Location/Syne Sound) Surschi Sharma, Meen Raag
{Mon-feature film )

# _ Besi Editing (MNon-feature film) Abbro Bapzrjze, IF Memory Serves Me Riglst

w  Best Music Direction (Non-feature film) Ishaan Divecha, Succelent

W Hesl Namation/Voses Over {Mon=leature film) Kulada Kumiar Bhattachiree, Hathiboamsdhu

W Special Menton (Mon-feature film) I. Andruchdha Jatkar, Baale Bangara,

X Srikantl Deva, Karivaral
A, Sweta Kumar Das, The Healing Touch,
4, Ram Kamal Mukherjee, EX Dusaa
e Specinl Jury Award (Mon-feature Glm) Shekhar Bapu Rankhambe, Rekha
b Best Book on Cinema Muzsic by Laxmikant Pyarelal: The Incredibly
Meiodicus Joumney by Rajiv Vijayakar

W Best Film Critic Puneshothema Churyulu

¥ Best Film Critic { Special Mention) Subramanva Bandoor
National Film Awards -

W The Mational Film Awards, beld annually, stand as a beacon of honor in the stream of Indian cinema. The Mational
Filim Awards are organized by the Directorate of Film Festivals, under the Union Ministey of Information and
Broadeasting, They celebrate films that exhibit not only sesthetic and wechnical excellence but also social
relevance, signifying the power of cinema as o medium of both art and impact.

History of National Film Awards -
B The Matiomal Film Awards were started in 1954 in the name of “Stae Awards,” At that time, only best films

in different regional languages were nominated and awarded, In 1967, it started giving awards for actors and
technicians working on the films. The first actor to win Best Actress Award was Nargis for her performanoce in
Raat Aur Din while Uttam Kumar won the Best Actor Award for Antony Firingee and Chinyakhana.

Eminent industrialist Ratan Tata was conferred
with the first ever "Udyoe Raina’ award instifufed
by the Maharashtra government. The award was
presented to the 85-vear-old chairman emeritus of
Tata Sons by Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and
Deputy Cheif Ministers Devendra Fadnavis and
Ajgit Pawar at the industrialist™s home in Colaba in
south Mumba,

The comfribution of the Tata group in all sectors is
immense, The steel-to-sall group operates in more
than 100 countries across six continents. In 2021-
22, the collective revenue of Tata companics stooed
at 5128 billion. The honour comprised a shawl,
a citation amd 8 memento from the Maharashira

Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC), The sward comprises a shawl, w citation, and o memento. [0 1s

presented by the Chief Minister of Muoharashira,
About the Udyog Ratna award -

The Lidyog Ratna award is a prestigious award that recognizes the achievements of outstanding industrialists in
Mabarashirs, It is a festament to the contribution of these individuals 1o the econsmie development of the siate,
The award 15 named after the Sanskot word “udyog”, which means "enterprise™ or “indusiry™. It 15 o itling name
for an award that celebrates the achievements of those who have helped to build and grow the industrial sector
of Maharashtra. The Udyog Ratna award is a great source of pride for the recipients, and it is a reminder of their
contribution to the state’s economic development. It i also an inspiration to others who are working 1o make a

difference in the industrial sector,
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Five vouths from India have been named among 17
teen environmentil activists from across the globe
to receive the 2023 Intemational Young Eco-Hero
Award who have taken initiatives to tackle the
world's most pressing environmental challenges.
Indian Youth Recognized as Intemational Young
FEeo-Heraes fior Envieonmental Initiatives

The wyoung eco-warriors who were recognised
for their efforis by the US-based non-profit
organisation, "Action For Nature™, are Eiha Dixit
from Meerul, Manva Harsha from Bengaluni,
Mirvaan Somany and Mannat Kaur from New
Delhi and Kamav Rastogi from Mumbai.

About the International Young Eco-Hero
Awards -
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The Intemational Young Eco-Hero Awards programme recognises and encourapes children and teens from ages
8 to 16 who have taken action towards solving the most critical environmental issues.

The awardees are eco-conscious youth who took the crucial steps o solve tough environmental problems.

Winners of the International Young Eco-Hera Award are selected by o panel of independent judges, mcluding
experts in environmental science. binlogy, and education. For the past 20 years, “Action For Mature™ has

recogiised 339 Eco-Herocs from 27 countries and 32 LIS states,

SVAMITVA Scheme Of Ministry Of Panchayati Raj

Won National Award For E-Governance 2023

The SVAMITVA (Survey of Villages Abadi
and Mapping with Improvised Technology in
Village Areas) Scheme, initiated by the Ministry
of Panchayatt Ra), has been honored with the
prestigious  MNational Award for e-Governance
2023 (Cold) in recognition of iz groundbreaking
application of energing fechnologies o deliver
Cilizen=ceniric services.

The accolzde was presented during the 26th
Matiomal Conference on e-Governance (NCel)
held in Indore, Madhva Pradesh, onganized by the
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Cirtevances (DAR PG, Government of India.

The EWVAMITVA honored with the prestigious
National Award for e-Governence 2023,

The Significance of the National Conference on e-Governance -

The two-day National Conference on e-Uiovernance {NCel) was jointly organized by the Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievanges (DARPG) and the Ministey of Elecironics and Information
Technology {MeitY'), n collaboration with the Government of Madhwa Pradesh.
The event, themed “Yiksit Bharat, Empowering Citizens,” aimed w facilitate discussions on cutting-edge
fechnologies, effective e-Gowvernance siralegies, and knowledge sharing among various stakeholders. The
conference, beld at the Brilliant Convenfion Centre in [ndore, Madhya Pradesh. served as a vital platform for
bramnstorming and exchanging insights on the latest technologies driving e-Governance imitiatives.

Celebrating Innovative E-Governance Initintives -

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh, alongside prominent dignitaries and senior officials from both the Government
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of India and State Governments, actively parficipated in the 16ih Mational Conférence on e-Governance, The
event featured the presentation of the Naticnal e-Governance Awards across five distinet colegonies:
= Government process re=engineering for digital transformastion
* Application of emerging technology for providing citizen-centric services
= Dhigtrict-level initiative for e-Governance
* Rezsearch on citizen-centric services by academic and research institutions
« Application of emerging technology in e-Governance by stari-ups
B The conference effectively fostered discussions on the lates: technological advancements in e-Governance,
providing a platform for learning and collaboration

Empowering Citizens through SYAMITYA Scheme -

B The SVAMITVA Scheme, a brainchild of the Ministry of Panchavati Raj, represents a revolutionary imeteative
aimed at granting property ownership rights to individuals residing in village-inhahited areas, Leveraging state-
of-the-art drone and Geographic Information Syatem (GIS) technologies, the scheme facilitates the creation of
Progedy Cards, allowing rural property owners to unlock the potential of their residentinl nzsets, These Property
Cards are pivotal in obtaining bank loans and other financial benefits, while also contnbuting o the resolution
of lund-related disputes through the production of highly accurate, 5cm resolution maps.

B Thescheme is executed through collaborative efforts invelving Survey of India as the technology implementation
partner, State Revenue and Panchayati Baj Departments, and NIC-GIS.

I'm not
failed,

My Success f
isjust ™

postponed. -«
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Introduces Reforms for
Transparent Home Loan EMIs

B In s sigmficant move mimed at  enhanscing
tfransparency and consumer protection in the home
loan sector, the Reserve Bank of India (REL)
has introduced a comprehensive set of reforms
penaming 1w foaling rate home loans, These
reformes are designed o bring mone clarty to the
process of resefling interest rates, offer borrowers
the option to switch to fixed interest rates, and
prevent banks from unilaterally changing the loan
fenure withoul proper consent.

Transparent Reset of Interest Rates :

B The RBI's reforms emphasize the need for banks
i estublish a transparent framework for resetting
interest rates on foating rate home loans, Regulated
Entities, including banks, are now required to:

. Clearly communicate with borrowers about potential changes in tenor and Equated Monthly Installments

(EM 1),

2. Provide bormowers the flexibility 1o switch from floating to fixed interest rate loans or foreclose their loans.

d0 Disclose all chamges associated with exercising these options.

4, Ensure effective communication of essential information fo borrowers,

B These measures are expected to bolster consumer profection and improve ransparency within the lending

process,
Addressing Unreasonahle Tenore Changes

B A concem highlighted by the RBI was the undue elongation of loan tenures by lenders without obtaining proper
comsent or communication from bormowers. [nstences where loan tenures were extended o over 30 years without
borrower consent have been observed. To counter this issuee, the RBI is implementing a conduct framework for
all Regulated Entities,

Wholesale Price Deflation Narrows to 1.36% in July,

Driven by Food Price Spike

B Wholesale prices in July contracted by 1.36% after o 4.12% deflation in June. Despite overall deflation, food and
primary article prices surged |.'-'_',r over 7.5%, reducing the dip from June’s lova,

B n July, the Wholesale Price Index (WPl) continued to exhibit deflationary trends for the fourth consecutive
month, although the decline was notably mitigated by a substantial increase in food and primary article prices.
While the overall WPI deflation sheank from June’s 92-month low of -4, 1% to -1.36%, 4 surge of over 7.5% in
food and primary article prices plaved a pivotal role in this shifl.

Food aond Primary Article Inflation Surges ;
B Primary food article inflation reached an impressive 14.3% in July, marking it highest level in néarly a decade.
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The surge i vegelable prices was particularly
striking, with an &1.1% spike compared fo June
and a 62. 1% merease from the previous year, Other
staples like milk, wheat, cereals, pulses, and paddy
saw vear-on-vear price hikes of over 8% to U4,
Mized Trends Within Food Category :

B While several food items experienced substantial

Wholesale |
Price

price escalations, potatoes and fruits saw declings
of 24.4% and B.9%, respeciively, i companson
i last July. However, the price of polatoes did
inerease by 8% from June. Onions, too, witnessed
a notable price increase of nearly 28% since June
2023 and 7.13% from July 2022,

W In July, retail inflation in India experienced a
significant upswing, reaching 7.44%, marking the
highest rate since Aprl 2022, This surpe confrasis
with the preceding four-month period of inflation
helow the central bank's 6% tolerance threshold.
The increase is langely attributed to an 11.5%
spike in food prces, making it the firsl fime since
Beptember 2022 that the price nse has crossed the
7% mark.

Food Price Surge Drives Overall Inflation :

B Retal Inflation Surges to | 5-Month High of 7.44%

in July

B The primary driver of the July inflation surge
was an impressive | 1.5% increase in food prices, causing a ripple effect on the overall inflation rate. Notably,
vepeiable prices surged by a staggering 37.3%, while cereals and pulses became over | 3% more expensive.
Consequently, urban consumers saw their food bills rise by over [2.3%, while rural eonsumers experienced
an | 1% increase in food inflation. On the whole, rural residents faced a slightly higher overall inflation rate of

7.63% for the same period.

NI
N [iFLATION
TFLB0 SRR ot

9% In June and
& 31% In Mav

Consumer Price Index and Food Price Dynamics :

B  The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose by 2.9% from the previous month, reflecting the swift inflationary
pressures, The month-on-month increase in food prices was notable as well, with & 6. 7% upsurge. These figures
surpassed the expectations of most econemists,

Implications for the Economy ;

W The sudden surge in inflation poses challenges for the central bank’s projections and policy decisions. The 7%
inflation rate for twe consecutive months raises questions aboul the possibility of rgeerng action from the
Reserve Bank of Imdia (RBL. Bank of Baroda’s chiel economist, Madan Sabnavis, podnts out that while the

probability of an interest rate ke remams ow, it cannol be ruled out entircly,
7 9222333999 n
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Unified Payment Interface (UPI) :
Simplified Mobile Money Transfer in India

B The Unified Payments [nterface (UPl} has

revolutionized digital transactions in  Indm, | W Rk -

= ARCLLL §ERYECEY
enabling instant and secure fund transfers through | == ™ =
makile apps

Unified Payment Interface (UPT): Introdaction:
= LUPIL or Unified Pavmend Interface, revolutionizes
inter-bank transactions via mobile apps in India.
*  Regulated by RBI and facilitated by NPCI, LIP]
enables mslant, fee-free fund transfors.
Unified Payment Interface (UFL) : Basics @

«  UPHD: Unigue bank account identifier for sending
receiving funds.

= UPI PIN: 4/6-digit PIN for sccure moncy transfer.
= Maobile payment apps like Paytm simplify UPI transactions using contacts or numbers.
Unified Payment Interface (LIPE): Simplified Mobile Money Transfer in India

THE ARCHITECTURE OF UM
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Unified Payvment Interface (UPL); Features ;
+  Bpeed Payments completed within seconds.
*  Wide Acceptance: Almost all banks offer LUPQ tringactions via mobile apps.
+  Recurity: Reguires user's SIM card and secret MPIM.

Lol i e, i

*  Request Money: Unique feature to request funds from individuals.
«  Bill Payments: Set up reminders and pay bills easily.
+  Complaints: Easy reporting of account 1ssues.
= 247 Availability: Payments aceessible round the clock.
*  No Charges: UP] tunsactions are free of cost
Unified Payvment Interface (UP1); Benefits :
«  Effortless Online Payments: Simplified digital transactions.
. Secure Transfers: Safe money trensfer method.
*  Diverse Pavments; Bill payments, e-commerce shopping, QR code scanning.
+«  Convenience! Payments at local stores through QR codes.

. Rewards; Regular UFPI wsers receive discounis, cashback, and rewands.
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AU Bank Becomes India’s First Bank To Provide 24x7 Video Banking Servic

B AL Small Finance Bank, the largest small finance |
bank in India, has mken a remarkable step forward
in customer service with the launch of ther
innovative 24=7 video banking platform. This
pioneering service enables customers 10 engage
in fece-to-face video intersclions with expent
bankers, akin to video calls. This move redefines
convenience, as it provides round-the-clock
support, even during weekends and holidays.

Breaking Ground in Customer-Centric Services

B AL Small Finance Bank has eiched its name in
history a5 the first fnancial services provider in
India to present a 24=7 live video banking solution.
Through this cutting-edge platform, customers goin unparalleled pocess to live video interactions with dedicated
bankers at any hour, on any day, This beap in technology empowers not only tecle-savvy milleanials but also
neweomers o banking, sy professionals, and senior citizens, delivering a personalized and hassle-free banking
EXperience,

Enriching Accessibility through Innovation -

B AL's 2457 Video Banking transcends the limitations of physical infrastructure, bridging gaps in service provision.
The platform is particularly beneficial to regions with limited resources, extending vital banking services to
previously underserved areas. This visionary move underscores AL Small Finance Bank’s commitment to
inclusivity, ensuring that even those residing in remotz Tural areas can access banking services as long as they
[rossess an interned connection.

W India’s first payment bank, Airtel Payment Bank
alse became the first Indian Bank o launch an
eco=Mriendly debit card for s new and existing
customers. with 8 savings bank asccount. The
debit cards will be crafted from recycle- Paoly
Vinyl Chloride {r-PVC) material, a certified eco-
friendly material, against normal PYC cards. The
introeduction eoincides with the Bank's dedication
to sustainahility and tts dnve to advocate for
environmentally conscious practices within the
financial industry,

Environmental Impact -
®  Each prodoction batch of 30,000 cards will result

in a reduction of 350 kes of carbon emissions
compared to the traditional PVC cards commonly used in the market.

B The production of -PVC cards will lead o a 43% reduction in hydrocarbon consumption, playing a role in
curbing petroleum usage during the manufacturing process.

B With each batch of r-PVC cards contributing to the conservation of an 6.6 million litres of water
About new Dehit cards -
Airtel Payments Bank debit card comes im two variantsiunder Classic variant)

i.  Personalised Classic Card: Availed through the Airtel Thanks mobile application,

ii.  Inzta Classic Card: Availed at selected neighbourhood banking points (by the close of the current quarter).
Note : The cards also offer the rewards with e-commerce benefits ofup to INE 10,000, a5 well as complimentary

One Dines experiences in major cities across India,
7 9222333999 ﬂ
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(Important]

Airtel Payment Bank MDD & Chiel Executive (Micer: Anubrata Biswas;
Airtel Payment Bank Headguarters: New Delhi, Delhi;

Airtel Payment Bank Established: 2007,

RBI's August 2023 Monetary Policy Meeting Hi

RBI's Augusi 20I3 Monetary Folicy meeting
highlight= encompass the EBI's decisions,
economic  assessments, inflation forecasts, and
policy measures discussed during the August 2023
Monetary Policy Meeting.

Repo Rate Unchanged at 6.5%:

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has maintained
the repo rate at 6.30%% during its August 2023
monetary policy mesting.

The decision was taken unsnimously by the six-
member Monetary Policy Committee [MPC).
Infiation Trends and Forceasts:

Headline inflation, which dropped to 4.3% in May

2023, experienced a nse in June and is expected to further surge in July and August due to higher vegetable

prices

The RB1 his projected Tndia’s Q2 retail inflation at 6,.2%, Q3 a1 5.7%, and Q4 at 5.2% for the current fiscal year,
The CPI inflation forecast for FY2023-24 has been revised from 5.1% to 5.4% due to shocks in vegetable prices.

FEeanomic Oatlonk:

Despite weak extemnal demand, domestic economic activity remaing robust and is likely 1o maintain its

IO ERERIIT.

The BBI has retained the GDP growth forecast Tor the fiscal vear ot 6.53%, with balanced risks.

Muonitoring InHation Trajectory :

The MPC remains committed to aligning inflation with the target of 4% und anchoring inflation expectations.
The cumulative rate hike of 250 basis points implemented by the MPC 15 gradually affecting the economy.

The MPC decided to stay vigilant and assess the evalving situation before making any policy changes.

Liguidity Measares :

The RBI has mstructed banks to maintam an incrementzl cash reserve mtio of 10% on the growth in deposits
between May 19 and July 28, effective from the August 12 fortnight

UPl Payvment Updates :

The RBI announced changes in UPI payments, allowing offline payments using near-field communication,
The payment limit via UPI Lite has been incregsed from Rs 200 to Rs 500,

Transition to Fixed-Rate Regime :

Home loan and other bomrowers are permitted to switch o a fixed-rate regime, according 0 the REI's directive,

Consistent Policy Stamnce :

This marks the third consecutive monetary policy meeting in which the MPC has chosen 1o keep the repo rale

unchanged al &, 50%.

Previously, the MPC had increased the repo rate by 230 basis points from May 2022 to February 2023,

Pasitive Indian Economic Outloak :

BBl Governor Shaktikanta Das noted that the Indian economy remains a broght spot in the global landscape.
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B In the fiscal year 2022-2023 (FY23), digial n
payments in India experienced remarkable growih,
a5 indicated bv the Eeserve Bank of India (REI}
Digital Paymenis Index [(EBLDPI). The REI-
DPl, a comprehensive measure of  pavment
digitization, displaved a substantial  increase w*
across all parameters during this period, driven by
significant advancements in payment infrasiruciure
and performance across the country, The index for
March 2023 recorded o value of 39558, marking
# 13.24% growth compared to September 2022
(377 A6), as announced on January 31, 2023,
RBI-DPI"s Growih Trajectory -

B The RBI-DYPI began with a base index value of 100
in March 2005 and has been consistently rising ever since. It provides a reliable gauge of the extent of digital
payment adoption in India and 12 updated semi-annually, with o four-month Tag,

Key Parameters of RBI-DPI -

The KBI-DPI encompasses ive major parameters, each representing crucial aspects of the digitization of
pavments. Phese parameters are:

I.. Payvmeni Enablers: This paramefer evaluates the factors that facilitate digital payment adoption, such as the
availahility of digital wallets, mohile banking services, and internet penctration.

=3

Poayment Infrosiruciure - Demand Side Factors: Focusing on the consumers’ end, this parameter examines the seceszibility
und euse of using digital payment platforms, including poind-of-sale (POS) devices and pavment gateways.

HDFC Bank's Jagdishan Highest Paid Bank CEO in FY23
with Rs 10.55¢cr Pay

W In the fiscal wvear 2023, Sashidhar Jagdidhan, the
CED of HDFC Bank has taken the top spot as the
highest paid bank CECQ, With an overall package of
Rs 1655 crove, Jagdishan's compensation stands
out among his peers in the banking sector.
Jagdishan’s success -

B Sashidhar lagdishan took over as CEQ of the
HIDFL Bank in late 2020and has shown exceptional
lendership during his tenure. His contribulion (o the
bank's growth and profitabilaty hos been rewarded
with & total remuneration of over Rs 1055 crome
in the FY23 which positions him as the highest-
carning bank CEC in the couniry,

B lagdishan’s package mcluded a basic salary of
Rs.2.82 crore. allowances and perquisites of Rs,3.31 crore, provident fund of Bs.32.92 lakh and a performancs
homs of Ra.3.63 crore,

Kaizad Bharucha’s Impressive Earning -

®m  Kaizad Bharucha, the deputy managing director of the HDFC bank, is another high-garning executive fmem
HDFC Bank with the total earming of Ks.10 crore for FY 23, Bharucha is likely the second highest grossing
banker in India. His expertise and strategic contribution in the bank’s operations have been duly recognised in
his compensation,
Highest Paid Bank CEOs -

B Among sther prominent bank CECs, Amitabh Chaudhary of Asis Bank ranks high in terms of remuneration.
With a payout of Bs.%.75 crore in FY 23, he 15 among the highest-paid bank CEOQ in the country. Following
clozely is Sandeep Bakshi of [CIC] Bank with the total earning of Bs. .60 crore for FY23.
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Axis Bank partners with RBI Innovation Hub

to launch Kisan Credit cards

W oo significant partnership, Axis Bank has joined
forces with the Beserve Bank Innevation Hub
(RBIHY, o subsidiary of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBETY, to introduce two groundbreaking lending
products, These producis are powered by the Public
Tech Plattorm for Frictionless Credit (PTPFC), a
proneering inidiative launched by RBIH.

Inoevative Lending Products for Seamless Credit

Kisan Credit Cards (KCC) for Agricultural
Growth -

B Digital Agncultural Fimansing: Axis Bank is set to
revolutionize agricultural financing by launching
the Kisan Credit Card (KCC) through the PTPFC
plattorm.

B Initial Rollout: As a pilot project, the KCC will be initially offered in Madhya Pradesh, catering to the agriculural
commienity in the region

B Limit and Accessibility: Eligible customers will be able 10 access KOCs with a credin limit of up 10 Bs 1.6 lakh,
empowering them o invest in their agriculiural endeavors,

B Streamlined Application Process: The enfire apphcation process for KOC will be conducted digially, eliminating
the need for customers to submit physical docoments.

Unsecured MSME Loans for Business Growth :

B Empowering Small Businesses: Becognizing the impodance of small businesses, Axis Bank 15 infroducing
unsccured boans through the PTPEC platform to bolster the growth of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterpriscs
(MEMES).

B Mationwide Availability: Unlike the region-specific KO, these MEME loans will be accessible acress the
cOuniTy, aiming o support simall businesses across diverse secions,

B Generous Lean Ceiling: Qualified customers will be eligible for loans of up to Bs 10 lakh, providing the financial
hoost required for their business expansion plans.

B Simplified Application: Similar o the KCC progess, the application for these MEME loans will be streamlined
and entirely digital, ensuring a hassle-free experience for applicants.

RBI Raises Offline Payment Transaction Upper Limit to
% 500 from ¥ 200 “

B Iparecent development, the Reserve Bank of India
(BEBIY has made changes to the offline payvment
fransachon regulations, miming o enhance user
convenience and digital payment adoption. The
central bank has decided to incrense the upper limit
of offling payvment irapsactions from T200 jo 300,
with imumediate eMect This move is part of BBl's
ongoing efforts o streamling payment processes
and adapt o evolving consumer needs.

Key Changes and Limits -

1. Imeressed Tranmsaction Limit @ The upper limit
for offline payment fransactions has been raised to
F300). This means that consumers can now make
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offling pavments up to THMH using their pavment instruments without the need for an active internet connection.
This adjustment seeks to facilitete smoother transactions for small o mederate purchase amounts,

2. Total Offline Transaction Limit : Its important to note that while the upper limit per offline transaction has been increased,
the total lemit Tor ofline iransactions on & payment instrument remains 32,000, This ensures 2 balance belwieen convenience
and secunty, preventing excessive financial exposure mn case of any unauthorized usaee.

3. Replenishment Process : To meintain security standards. the process of replenishing the used transaction limit is allowed
only inonline mode with an additional factor suthentication (AFA ). This extra layer of secunity ensures that the replenshment
process is safeguanded against potential fraudulent activities,

B Transaction Alerts and Liabilities

RBI Introduces UDGAM Portal :

Your Guide to Reclaiming Unclaimed Deposits

B The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has unveiled a
groumdbreaking solution for individuals seeking HBI [A”HEHES UBEAM P“HTAL Tﬂ THAEH
their unclaimed deposits. Named the UDGAM
(Unclaimed Deposits — Gateway to Access UH ELMM El] DE Pl] SITS
Information) portal, this centralized web platform
i5 designed o simplify the process of locaiing
unclaimed deposits across vanous banks, Here's a
comprehensive breakdown of the key features and
steps mviolved:

The Purpose of UDMGAM Portal -

B  The RBI's UDGAM portal serves as a user-friendly
ol for individuals o track down their unclaimed
deposits  seamlessly, consolidating  mformation
from multiple banks inte a single accessible
lncation. With the growing prevalence of unclaimed deposits, RBI has beon proactively promoting awareness
campaigns o educate the public about this issue. Theough UDGAM, BB aims to empower citizens to identifly
their umclaimed deposits amnd engage with their respective Banks o initiae claims,

How UIMAM Waorks 7

B The UDGAM portal simplifies the process of identifyving and claiming unelaimed deposits by streamlining the
steps involved, RBI collabarated with Reserve Bank [nformation Technology Pyt Lid (ReBIT), Indian Financial
Technology & Allied Services (IFTAS), and select banks to develop this platiorm.

8 Cumently, the UDGAM portal provides nccess to unclaimed deposit information from seven banks, including
prominent names like State Bank of India, Punjab Nationgl Bank, South Indwan Bank, Central Bank of India,
Dhanlaxmi Bank, DES Bank India, and CitiBank ™N.A. For other banks, the search feature will be introduced in
phases by October §5, 2023,

Registration Process on UIDNGAM Partal -

B Getiing started with the UDGAM portal 15 2 straghtforwand process. Follow these steps 1o register and mihiate
your search for unciaimed deposits:

I, Wisit the Porial ; Head io the UDGAM porial,

Register @ Fill in your mobile mumber, name, passwond, and the provided CAFTUHA: After completing the

form, submit your details

-

3, OFTP Verification : An OTFP will be sent 1o your registered mehile number. Enter this OTP to procesd,

4. Login : Use your registerad mobile numbser and password 0 log in fo your LIDGAM account

5 Additional OTP : Ouce you™ve enteéred your login decails, you'll be prompied o enter ansther OTP for added security,

6. Enter Search Criterin @ You'll be directed 1o a page where vou need Lo inpul the socount holder's name and
the bank's name. Additionally, choose af least one search eriternion from oplions like PAN, Yoter 10, Driving
License Mumber, Passport Number, or Date of Birth,

-
I.

Initiate Search : Click on the search button to trigger the system to retneve and display vour unclaimed deposits” details.
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Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras To Be
Established Across The Country

B The Ralwavs Mimstry is embardking on a
significant endesvor aimed ates tablishing
Pradhan Maniri Bhartiva Janaushadhi Kendras
(PMEBIKS) at railway  stations  theeughout the
couniry, This initiative holds the primary objective
of ensuring the availability of top-noteh medicines
to the publie, all while maintaning an atffordable
price point,

B As parl of this progressive imitative, the Mimsiry
has meticulously cumted a hist of Afty railway

stations that will serve as the launching grounds Ministﬁf of HE“WH:{S

for the pilal project. This strategic selection aims

e lay the growndwork for greater accessibility
o Jamaushadbi products for both passengers. amd
visilons frequentig these bustling stations,

Ohjectives of Implementing PMBIKs at Railway Stations -
B The establishment of PMEIKs: addresses the pressing healthcare requirements of passengers while fostering an
improved overall experience. The primary objectives of introducing PMBJK= at raibaay stations are az follows:

I.  FPromoting Afordable Healtheare Access

B The establishment of PMBIKs underscores the Government of India’s
commutment i ensuring the availability of guality medicines and consumables
(Janaushadhi products) to all citizens at affordable prices. By making essential
healthcare products accessible within railway stations, this initiative contributes
significantly to fulfilling this mission,

Coovenient Aceess to Janaushadhi Products

B PMBIK=are strategically positioned within the circulating areas and concourses
of railway stations, ensuring that passengers and visitors can conveniently
aceess Janaushadhi producis. This convenience factor plays a ¢rucial role in
enabling individuals to prionitize their health and wellness even during their
travels.

[

India’s first Solar Mission Aditya L1 to be launched soon

B The Indian Space Research Orgamisation (I5RCY) is launching its first solar mission, Aditya-1.1, o study the
Sun. The mission will be placed in a halo orbit around the Lagrange point 1 (L1), which is about 1.5 million
kilometers from Earth, From this vantage point, Aditya-L1 wall be able (o study the Sun’s aimosphere, magnetic
fields, and space weather impacts,

Misgion Overview -

B Halo Orbit Placement: Aditva-L1 is designed to be positioned in a hale orbit around the L1 Lagrange point,
ensuring a stable vantage point for continuous solar observations,

B Launch and Deployment: The mission will be launched using the ISRO PSLY rocket from the Sathish Dhawan
Space Centre SHAR (SDSC SHAR) in Sriharikota, The spacecraft will initially be placed in a low Earth orbit,
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which will then be transformed inte an elliptical
orbit before reaching L1 using on-board propulsion.

B Cruise Phase and Hale Orhit As the spacecraft
journeys  towards LI, it will exit  Earth’s
gravitational sphere of influence, marking the
commencement of the cruse phase, Once at LI,
it will enter a vast halo orbit around the Lagrange
point,

Mission Objectives =

B Solar Upper Atmospheric Dyvnamics:  Aditya-
L1% primary objective 15 o study the dynamic
behavior of the Sun’s upper atmosphere, including
the chromosphere and coroma. The mission seeks
o understand processes like chromosphenc and
coronal heating, and the imitiation of solar eruptive events.

B Space Weather Impact; By observing solar activities and their impagt on spece weather in real-time, the mission
aims by contibute o the understanding of solar events bke coronal mass gjections (CMEs) and their influence
on Earth's space environment

®  Particle and Plasma Environment: Aditva-L1 will provide valuable data on particle dynamics frem the Sun,
contributing o the study of solar wind, paricle propagation, and the partially. onized plasma in the solar
atmosphere,

Payloads and Scientific Tnstruments -

B VELC {¥isible Emission Ling Coronagraph): This payload will focus on studying the corona through imaging
and spectroscopy, along with cbserving coronal mass gjections.

B SUIT (Solar Ulteaviolet Imaging Telescope): SUIT will capture images of the photosphere and chromosphere,
measuring solar irsdiance varations and facilitating narrow and broadband imaging.

Dharmendra Pradhan launches DBT in NAPS to strengthen
apprenticeship ecosystem

®m  Shr Dharmendrs Pradhan, Union Minister
for Education and Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship, maugurated the Direct Bencfit
Transfer (DBETY in the Wational Apprenticeship
Promotion  Scheme  [(NAPS) o strengthen
apprenticeship  training and encouraging  the
mvolvement of both  industries and  young
individuals,

B Dunng the unch event, anapproximate sum of Bs
15 crores was disbursed 1o one lokh spprentices,
signifying the official commencement of DBT in
MNAPS.

Progress and Impact of Mational Apprenticeship
Promotion Scheme -

B Since its inception in 2006 until July 31, 2023, the National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme has engaged
a tedal of 25 lakh vouths as apprentices. The scheme has witnessed remarkable progress, with around 2.6 lakh
apprentices suecessfully completing their tramning in the Ascal vear 20235-24,

B A notable achicvement attributed to the Government of India’s proactive efforts is the exponential growth in the
number of active establishments participating in apprenticeship training. The count has surged from 6,755 in
201819 to an impressive 40,653 in 202324,

Minister’s Perspective and Industry Interaction -

B Lauding the launch of DBT in NAPS, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan expressed his enthusiasm for invigorating

the apprenticeship ccosystem in the pation. He emphasized that this initiative is aligned with Prime Minister
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Modi's vision and congrafulated the one lakh apprentices who received stipends through DBT on thiz ausgpicious
pECAsion

m  The Minister interacied with indusiry clusters and. passionate apprentices from vanous staies, mcluding
MMaharashira, Telangana, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Haryana, and Uttar Pradesh. The engagement showcased
the subsiantial progress in apprenticeship training, including a remarkable 488% increase in the number of
esfablishments engaged i framing since the inception of NAPS.

In a First In India, Goa To Give Free IVF Treatment In Govt Hospital

W In a significant sride towards sccessible and
affordable healthcare, Goa has emerged as the
trailblazer among Indian states by introducing free
I vidro feetilezation (1VF) reatiment,

B This groundbreaking initiative, cowpled with
psgisted  reproductive  technology  (ART) and
intrauterine  insemination  (IU0), was  officially
inaugurated by Chief Minister Pramod Sawant at
the Gioa Medical College (GMC) in Bambrolim.

A Landmark Tfor Healtheare: Goa Leads the
Way -

B With thismomentous development, Gioa estahlishes
itzelf’ a= a trailblazer in healthcare services. Cioa

Madienl f_'-::-l!m_.'_:.:'h Hlpl,-r-';;p-e.:-:,:'inl:il_'_. Black 12 now
cquipped to offer IV treatment, responding o the needs of the commumity with compassion and innovation.
Approximately 100 hopeful parents have already registered with GMC, eager to avail the 1VF facility.

Addressing the Financial Burden -

B In India, the cost of INF treatment has ofien been a significant deterrent for couples seeking Fertility solutions.
Depending on the hospital and the complesity of the INF procedure, the expenses can rangee from s 70,000
to Ks 3 lakh per cvele. The financeal burden often eaves many individuals and families grappling with limited
options. The Goa government’s decision to offer free IVF treatment directly addresses this pressing concem,
easing the financial strain on couples and expanding access to reproductive healtheare.

India’s First Long-Range Revolver ‘Prabal’” To Be Launched
On August 18

W India i set to introduce s first long-range
revolver named ‘Prabal on August |B marking a
stride forward in the realm of indigenous Areann
manufacturng

m In n b'igl'lirli.::l:l.l_ siride towards 'i1|4,|ig|.‘|1|.:-|,.|¥.
manufecturing and mnovation, the state-cwned
company Advanced Weapons and Equipment India
Limited { AWEIL), based n Kanpur, Utiar Pradesh,
is all set to unvell *Prabal®, India’s first long-range
revolver. The launch date is marked for August 18,
ushering in a new era of personal defense firearms.

Revolutionizing  Firearm  Design:  Prabal’s
Unigue Features -

B Designed and manufactured by AWEIL, this lightweight 32 bore revolver boasts an exceptional range, capable
of accurntely hitling targets up o 50 meters away. This remarkable range 15 more than double that of other
revolvers currently in production, establishing Prabal as a frontrunner in the field of long-range handguns.

B A remarkable feature that sets Prabal apact from its counterparts is the mcorpontion of a side swing evlinder.
This innovative design element eliminates the need to fold the fircarm for carmdge insertion, simplifving the
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relopding process and enhancing user conveénience,

B With a mere weight of 700 grams (excluding cartridges), o barrel length of 76 mm, and an overall fength of
177.6 mm, Prabal is ergonomically designed for ease of use. 15 trigger pull is designed o be effortless, enabling
a wide range of individuals, including women, o handle it confidently.
Accessible and Comipliant: Frabal®s Licensing and Availability -

B A key aspect of the Prabal revolver's launch is its accessibility to civilians with the requizite license. As the
bocking window for Prabal opens on August |8, individuals can secure their own Prabal revelvers, This move

not only boosts domestic manufacturing but also offers citizens a dependable tool for self-defense, reinforcing
the imporance of personal safery,

Viacom18 Completes Merger Of JioCinema and Voot OTT Platforms

B Viacom1&, a prominent player in the Indian media
and entertainment industry, has made significant
sirides in merging its iwo Ower-The-Top (OTT}
platforms, JioCinema and Vool The mtegration
process hes resched an advanced stage. with
technology backends fully aligned and o majority
of Voot Select subscribers smoothly transitioning
e ol mnema.

Unification of Platforms -

B The merger has led to the dissolution of Yoot as a
standalone platform, both in werms of functionality
and wisibiliny.

B A simple Google search for Yool redirects users to
the JioCinema website, consolidating Viacom18's OTT presence under a single brand,

B The transition is also evident on app platforms, where only the JioCinema app s now available, marking a
cohesive and sireamlined user experience.

The Symergistic Merger -

B The merger process pained significant momentum in April 2023, when Viacom | 8 completed a complex merger
scheme involving Rehance Industries, Bodhi Tree Systems, and Paramount Global,

B This strategic move facilitated the mtegration of JieCinema inlo Viacom [ 8, making it the primary platform for
marguee contenl.

[ ] Hulul;ﬂ:-.-, Yiacom| B has also secured the riE!H:s o siream the Indian Premier | efgLe E]PI,] [||.|‘i:_:-||:g|'| Jial e,
underscoring its commitment o delivering diverse and high=gquality content.

Evolution of Yoot and JieCinema -

B Voot, nitially launched by Viacom18 in 2014, gained popularity as a versatile OTT platform offering & range of
comtent

B The platform’ premium service, Voot Select. further solidified Vigcom 1875 position in the streaming industry.

B Concurrently, JioCinema was introduced under Reliance Indusires’ elecommunications arm, Jio, and
subseguently became part of the Viacom1 8 umbrella in 20232,

B Bengalun, often hailed as nation’s tech capital, has weleomed the India’s first 3D-printed post office. Located
in Cambadige Lavout near Ulzoor, this post office has 521 o new benchmark for efficiency, sustanability, and
design,

Union Minister Unveils Bengaluru®s Remarkahle 3D-Printed Post Office -

B Inaugurating the post office, Ashwini Vaizhnaw, the Union Minister for Railways, Communications, Electronics
;ﬁ. '|ﬂ1'|'|r|11;.11'iﬁ|| T-:.:¢11||1,:-||_|-5:,-. 1.:1_1rn|11:.:r|1_||.1|.|. “I.:rl-sl,lll_lﬂl.'\i 'il:n-:11.':_|1i".-'L' r.p'lr'll. T]'u..- |,:|-:1r.| |'|-|':|-H.:-:.:. ¢11L1r1np;::¢.hir|5 An Ares
of 1,021 square feet, was swiflly completed in just 43 days — a remarkable departure from the convenbional

construction period of around 10 months.
SO
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Pioneering Construction : Contour Crafting
Unleashes  Indricate Design with  Robodic
Frecision =

B Emploving quick-setfing materials and a specially
engineered robodic arm extruder, the technigue
known as contour crafting was utilized 1o consimact
the building’s intricate design. This  method
allowed for precise layering, resulling in o unigoe
pnd visunlly caplivating struciure.
Collaborative Trinmph : Larsen and Toubro,
T Madras Propel Architectural Marvel to
Reality -

B This architeciural marvel was brought w life
through o collaboration between Larsen and Toubro, a prominent construction company, and technicnl guidance

from the Indian Institute of Technology (11T} Madras. The project, originally slated for completion in Seplember
of the previous year, saw its culmination in May 2023 at a cost of Rs 23 lakh.

Revolutionizing Construction Economics : 31 Printing®s 30% Cost Savings and Time Efficiency -

B The decision o employ 3D printing technology was underpinned by its potential fo save costs by up to 30%% and
drastically reduce construction time, Unlike truditional methods, the layer-by-layer approsch allowed for a more
stregmlined and efficient process, leading o substantial economic benefits. This technigue significantly reduced
comstruciion fime and costs, marking 2 departure from conventional construction technigues.

lepurtunt]

v Chiel Post Master General of Bengaluru : S Rajendra Kumar

B In a significant step towards fostering imnoevation

in the field of green hydrogen, Finance Minister ?‘T
MNirmala Sitharaman has launched sirategic l_".-'* 4
parinerships between HSBLO India and prominent ""J.%
institutions, namely the Indian Institute of b

o

Technology, Bombay, and the Shakti Sustainable
Eneregy Foundation (S5EF),
B The collabormtion, which comes with a substantial

grant support totaling 15 erore (82 million},
marks a pivotal moment in advancing projects that
privritize green hydrogen as a strategic aliernative
fuel. These initiatives are poised o play a crucial
role inm  buikding a resilient green-hydrogen
ECOROMY.

Pioneering Innovation for a Sustzinable Future -

B The partnerships forged by HSBC India underfine the nation’s commitment o accelerating innowvation in the
realm of green hydrogen. As India strives to reduce its carbon footprint and make significant strides in the fight
apainst climate change, green hydrogen has emerged as a game-changing solution that aligns perfectly with
theze goals. The stratepic parnerships aim o channel resources and expertize into projects that will drve the
adoption of green hvdrogen across various seclors.

Government™s Focus on Green Reforms -

W These reforms are nod only expected to pave the way for a more susfainable future bul also create numerous
emplovment epportunities in the emerzing green economy. By focusing on technologies like green hydrogen,
India 15 positioning iself as a keader in the global effort to transition towards low-carbon altermatives and
attain self-reliance in encrgy production, This aligns with the country’s commitment to meeting its international
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climate fargets and ﬁ*:-:«.l;t—,-ring a greener, more resilient econgmy,
The Role of Partnerships in Boosting the National Green Hyvdrogen Mission -

B  HSBC India"s simtegic parinerships with the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, and the Shakti Sustainable
Energy Foundation (SSEF) are poigsed to provide a significant hoost to the government’s National Green Hydrogen
Mission. Announced during the union budget for 2021.22, this mission outlines a comprehenaive roadmap for
integrating aliernative energy sources infe Indm’s energy landscape, With a strong focus on green hydrogen, the
mission seeks o bamess the potential of this clean feel o address epergy security and environmental challenges.

lepurtﬂnq

¥ CEQ of HSBC Indis: Hitendra Dave

Nitin Gadkari launches Bharat NCAF (New Car Assessment Programme)

B The Bharat Mew Car Assessment Programme
{Bharat NCAF) was launched by Union Minister of
Roasd Transpoct and Highways Shei Mitin Gadkari
o August 22, 2023, in New Delhi, The program
aims 1 enhance road safety by elevating vehicle
safety standards for wp to 3.5-tonne vehicles in
India, Bharat NCAP will also greatly push the
safety and guality of the vehicles in India, while
simultansously promoting o healthy competition
among CHEMs to manufacture safer vehicles.

NCAFP (New Car Assessment  Programme)s
Frogram Details -

B The program is applicable o tvpe approved motor
vehicles of M| caterory less than 3.5T GYW.

W This iz o voluntary program in which the bage variants of a gives model shall be teated,

B The program will commence from October 1, 2023, and will be based on Automotive Industry Standard (AIS)
197,

B The program aims to create an ecosystem of competitive sufety enhancernents leading to increased awareness
AMONE CONELMErs,

B Consumers can take an informed decision by making a comparative assessment on vehicle performance under
crash test conditions,
Benefits of Bharat NCAFP -

B Bharat NCAP will help to improve the safety of vehicles in India.

B [t will promote a healthy competition among OEMs to manufacture safer vehicles.

W will Belp w create awareness among consumers about the safely features of vehicles,

Bt will help to reduce the mumber of ropd accrdents and fatalities m India,

L(.‘un ¢l uﬁimq

B The launch of Bharat NCAP is a major step towards improving road safety in India, The program is expected to
have a positive impact on the safety of vehicles and the behavior of drivers, It is a win-win for both manufacturers
and consumers, and it is an important step towards making Indiaa safer place to drive,
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Indore Named Best City and Madhya Pradesh Best State in

India Smart Cities Awards 2022

B The India Smart Cities Awards 2022, organized
by the Union Housing and Urban Affzirs Minisiry,
have recognmized Indore as the best city and
Madhya Pradesh as the best siate in the Smart
Cities Mission. The awards celebrate the progress
and achievements of cities and states in promoting
sustainable development and enhancing the quality
of urban life acrass India.

Top Ciry and State Recognized ;

VR
B Best Cily Award: Indore has been named the best . .
city in the India Smart Cities Awards 2022 The city i ||
has a remarkable rack record, being consistently i '
ranked as the cleansst city in the Swachh Bharat

Mission for iy consegutive vears.

B Best State Award: Madhya Pradesh has been recognized as the best state in the Sman Cities Mission. The state
has shown significant commitment to urban development theough the mplementation of multi-sectoral projects
aimed at improving citizens” quality of life.

Top Smart Cities :

B Second Best City: Surai secured the sccond position among the smart cities for its notable efforis in urban
development,

B Third Best City: Agra claimed the third spot for its initiatives contributing to the Smart Cities Mission.

State Ronkings :

B Second Best Swate; Tamil Nadu was placed second among the states, reflecting its strides in urban development
and sustainable projects.

B Shared Third Best State; Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh shared the third position among the states for their
contributions 1o the Smart Cities Mission,

Award Categorics and Winning Projects ;

B Hult Environment Category: Coimbatore's model roads and restoration of lakes project was recopnized as the
top project in this category.

B Foonomy Category: Jabalpur’s incubation center project was awnrded the top posibion for i1s cconomic impacl

B Mobility Category: Chandigarh’s public bike-sharing initiafive stood oul in the mobility calegory,

B CGovemance Category: Chandigarh also excelled in the govemance category, specifically in e-governance
SErVIces,

B Union Territoty Category: Chandigarh receved the overall award for being the best Union Territory in the India
Smart Cibies Awards,

Progress of Smart Cities Mission :

B The Smart Cities Mission, launched in 20135, has seen significant achievemenis. The 100 selected cities have
completed 76% of the proposed projects worth Bs. 110 lakh crose.

B The remaining projects, valued at Rs. 60,095 crore, are expected to be completed by June 30, 2024, The deadline
was extended o accommaodate the completon of projects due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Integrated Command and Contrel Centers (1CCC) ;

B Al 100 Smart Cities have operational Integrated Command and Control Centers (ICCC), which serve as the
urban management nerve center. These centers have enhanced urban services, including crime tracking, saftety
MeAsUres, transport management, waste mapagement, water 5-|J!'l|'I|]r'. and disasier management
ISAC Awards and s Goals 2

B The India Smar Cities Awards am o recopneee and reward cibies, projects, and ideas thal coninbule to
sustainable development and enhance the overall quality of Bife for urban residents.

B The awards promobe inclusivity, equity, sifety. health, and collaboration among cities,
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Selection Process and Nominations :

W The ISAC 2022 had a iwo-stage submission process, The Qualifying Siage assessed cities™ overall performance,
while the Proposal Stage required nominations for six award categories,
B Outof 345 nominations from 80 qualifying sman cities, 66 winners were identified across vanous categorics,

CWC Launches ‘Floodwatch’ To Provide Real-Time Flood

Forecasts To Public

B  The Charrman, Central Water Commission {CWC),
Shri Kushvinder Yohra, has taken a groundbreaking
siep towards enhancing flood preparedness and
response by unveiling the “FloodWatch™ maobile
spplication.

B This revolutionary app is designed to hamess
the power of mobile phones © disseminate real-
time  food-related  information  and  forecasis
to the public, up to 7 days in advance. The app.
which offers both readable and audio broadeasis,

is available in two languages, English andd Hindi,
making il accessible o a wider andience.

Real-Time Flood Monitoring: Keeping Citizens
Informed =

B The core funciionality of the “Flood Waich™ app revolves around providing real-time food monitoring. Users
can somveniently aceess up-to-date Aood sitwation reports from acress the country, Drawing From near real=tims
river flow data from various reliable sources, the app empowers users with accurate and current Aood-related
information.

Flood Forecasts mi Your Fingertips -

B One of the key Features that set the “FloodWateh™ app apart i its flood forecasting capabilities, Users can
receive Mood fosrecast Tor their nearest locations, enabling them to stay informed aboul poential food threats,
Fhe app’s Home Page offers easy access 10 Mood advisories at the smation closest wo the user, simplifying the
process of obtaining crucial information.

Interactive Map for Enhanced User Experience -

W The app takes advantage of an inlersctive map, adding an exiea laver of convenience for users. By using this
map, mdividuals can access CWC Flood Forecasts for the nest 24 hours or Flood Advisories Tor up o 7 davs.
Users have the option 1o etther directly select a station from the map or search for speciic station names using
the zearch box. The map functionality also allows for zooming in on the selected station, enhancing the precision
of the information,

Shiv Shakti Point and its Importance

What is Shiv Shakiti Point?

B On 26th August. Prime Minister Warendra Maodi
reverlied that the lamding site of Chandrayaan-3's
moon lander would be named *Shiv shakti Poine”

®  This significant declaration was made during the .
Prime Mimsters visit o the ISEC Telermetry, -

Iracking and Command Metwork Mission Control - v "L

Complex in Bengaluru, The naming of this lunar EHIU EHA TI *PDIHT
landing site holds not only scientific but also d
ON nEm

spiritusl and inspirational significance,

Shiv Shakti Point: A Fuosion of Science and
Spiritnality -
The
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The name ‘Shiv Shakti Point” represents a barmonious amalgamation of xpirimali::,- and sciepfilic prowess,
Just oz the convergense of Lord Shivae and Goddess Shakt signifies the cosmic balance in Hindu mythelogy,
the maming of the lunar landing site as Shiv Shaktn Point embodies the anity of human endeavor and the awes
inspiring wonders of the cosmos.
Inzpiration for Future Generations -

B The Prime Minister stated that the naming of the lunar landing site as Shiv shakii Poind is intended 1o inspire
upcHming generations fo channegl the power of science for the betterment of hurmanity,
Empowering Women in Science -

B The naming of lunar landing site az *Shiv shakti Point” serves as an evident to the role of women scientists in
Chandravaan-3, Addressing the role of women scientists in the Chandravaan-3 mission, Prime Minister Modi
sehnowledged the integral contributions of women o India’s scientific endeavors, This recogmition highlights

the nation’s commiment o gender mclusivity and showcases the increasing representation of wormen in the
field of science and technology.

Scientific Triumph and Dedication -

B Shiv shakti Point marks the spot where Chandayaan-3" moon lander svccesstully touched down on the Tunar
surface, after a meticulouws journey of 40-davs o space. The PM Mod: praised the effors ofthe 1SEO sciemisis,
highlighting their dedication and the rigorous lesting that led o the soceessTul soft landing. The mission’s
suceess underscores India’s achievements in the field of space exploration and its commitment to pushing the
boundaries of scientific knowledge,

Tiranga Point: Remembering Chandrayaan-2 -

B Prime Minister Narendra Modi also announced that the crashi-landed site of Chamdrayain-2 on the lunar surface,
where the Indian tricolor was imprinted, would be known as *Tiranga Point " This designation 1% a tribute 1o the
resilience and indomitable spirit of the Indian space program, signifying the nation's perseverance in the face of
challenges,

Svmbol of Unity and Pride -

B The announcement of “Shiv shakti Point® and *Tiranga Point® syimbaolizes unity, national pride and interplay
of human aspiration with cosmic marvels. These names will not only resonate in the scientific community but
also inspire individuals from all walks of life. By honoring the achievemenis of Indian space scientists and
showcasing the nation’s achievements, these names will serve as a beacon of inspiration for the generations.

Aditya-L1 Mission to be Launched in September

B IndianSpace Research Organisation’s (ISRO) Chiel
& Somanath announced that Aditya-1.1 mission,
the first space-based Indian observatory to study
the Sun will be likely launched by the first week of ;
September. This announcement comes hours alter )

ISROYs third lunar mission Chandraysan-3 made a \ : :
successful landing on the lunar surface. _ “‘ [ 3 >

 Aditye LI will be ISROs 2 space-based astronomy r
mission afler AstroSat, which was launched in rir
2015, Aditya 1 was renamed a5 Aditva-L1. The gt

&
Aditya | was mean! fo observe only the solar
ADITYA-L1
What is AstroSat ¥

B AstroSal, was launched in Seplember, 2005, by PSLV-C3F from Snhankota (Andhma Pradesh). It s the first
dedicated Indian astronomy mission aimed at studying celestial sources in X-ray, optical and UV spectral bands
simiutaneously,

About the Aditva L1 -

® Aditya L1 would be the first space-based Indian mission to study the Sun, The spacecrall shall be placed ina
halo orbit around the Lagrange point 1 (L 1) of the Sun-Earth system, which is abouat 1.5 million km from the
Earth, A satellite placed in the halo orbit around the L1 point has the major advantage of continuously viewing

9212333999 "

g @ﬂ ﬁ] i Heliable Academy

wyww, reliablepcud ey, cone




et - :
i':lz;_, National BANK *SSCeRLY * PCS
Adderny |

the Sun without any occultation/eclipses. This will provide a greater advaniage of ohserving the solar activities
and its effect on space weather in real time, Earlier, on July 14, [SRO, taking to Twitter informed that Aditva-L1,
the first spuce-based Indian observatory to study the Sun was getting ready for the launch.

Key Points -

B Launch Vehicle: Aditya L1 will be launched usimg the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicla (PSLV) XL with 7 payloads
(isremenis} on board.

m Objective: Aditya L1 will study the Sun’s coroma { Visible and Near infrared rays), Sun’s photosphere (soft and
hard X-ray}, chromosphere (Liltra Violet ), solar emissions, solar winds and flares, and Coronal Mass Ejections
(CMEz), and will carry out roundthe-clock imaging of the Sun.

B Challenges: The distance of the Sun from Barth { approximately 15 crore kms on average, compared to the only
384 lakh kms 1o the Moon). This huge distance poses a scientific challenge, Dioe to the risks involved, payloads
in earlier ISR missions have largely remnined stationary in space; however, Aditva L1 will have some moving
components which increases the nsks of collision, Other tssues are the super hot temperoiures and radiation
in the solar atmosphere. However, Adityn L1 will stay much farther away, and the heat is not expected to be a
major concern for the instruments on board.

Umportant]

¥ Ewalution of every planet, including Earth and the exoplanets beyvond the Solar Systemy, is governed by its
parent star i.e the Sun in our case, The Solar weather and envirenment affects the weather of the entire
system, Therefore, it is importani to study the Sun,

¥ Effects of Variation in Solar Weather Sysiem: Variations in this weather can change the arbits of satellites
or shorten their lives, interfere with or damage onboard elecironics, and cause power blackowts and other
disturbances on Earth.

Operation Jericho : How Air Force Operations Quelled the

Mizoram Insurgency of 1966

B The historical use of air power in Mizoram during
the 1966 insurgency has recently gained attention
dug to is mention by Prime Mimster Modi in
responses o a no-confidence motion. This aricle
delves into the events swrrounding the Mizoram
insurgency of 16, the government’s response,
the invelvement of the Indian Air Foree (LAF), and
the aftermath of Crperation Jericho,

Mizoram of 1966: A Rising Insurgency :

B  Operation Jericho: How Air Force Operations
Cuelled the Mizoram Insurgency of 1966

B The 19605 witnessed a period of protests and
msurgency in the Mizo Hills, now known as
Mizoram.

B The Mizo Mational Front (MMF), secking independence from India, spearheaded a separatist movement.

W The central government’s degigion o stalion additional Assam Bifles battalions in the region sparked outrage
gnd led to the launch of *Operation Jercho by MME,

W Operation Jericho aimed to seize control of Ajzawl, resulting in its sicoessiul occupation in late February,

B Notably, this operation was characterized by meticulous planning and confidence rarely seen in the Indian
subcontinent.

B Many armed volunteers were ex-servicemen or former Assam Regiment personmel dismissed for disciplinary
ISSLEE.

B The rebels besicged the headguaners of | Assam Rilles, released prisoners, looted amms and Tunds, and declared

independence,
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Government™s Response : Overcoming Hesistance :

®  Brigadier Rustom Zal Kabraji led ground operations to clear rebel- | 7 ASSAM HAMLI;I"ID
held positions. He commanded the 61 Mountain HBrigade based in .iE'EI.Iru.L.l."F.i
Apariala. 2 o i

B Despite efforts to resupply the Assam Rifles battalion via helicopiers,
rehel resistance bad to the shooting down of some supply missions,

B The ground operations faced formidable opposition, requiring several
days to reach Aizawl,

IAF's Role in the Conflict;: Air Power Takes Center Stage ;

B The Indian Air Foree ([AF) was called upon as the Army strugpled
apainst the rebels.

m  Initially, the [AF focused on re-supplying army installations using
Dakotas and Caribow transport airerall from Guwahati and Jorhat.

B During one such mission, a Dakota aircraft sustained 21 bullet holes
but managed to land at Kumbhigram air base near Silchar,

B This incident triggered offensive air operations.

B  The 2% Squadron operated the Toofani { Dassault Curagan), stationed at Bagdogra, while the 14 Squadron flew
Humters from Jorhat.

B Actual ar missions commenced on March 5, coniributing significantly @ regaining conirol over previously
independent territonies.

Union Cabinet Approves PM-eBus Sewa Scheme: Boosting

Electric Public Transportation

B In o significant move lowards enhancing urban
transportation and promoting electric mobility,
the Union Cabinet has given its nod to the “TM-
eBus Sewa” scheme, This initiative iz aimed al
expanding city bus operations by deploying 1 0,000
glectric buses through a Public-Frivate Parinership
(PPP) model,

Union Cabinet Approves PM-cBus Sewa Scheme:
Boosting Electric Public Transportation

1. Scheme Cost and Support ; The PM-cBus Sewa
scheme is projected o incur a total cost of Rs
57613 crore, To facilitate its implementation, the
Central government will provide financial support
of R 20000 crore. The scheme’s scope exiends over a period of 10 years,

2.  Coverage Criteria : The scheme will encompass cities with a population of three lakh and above as per the
2011 census, including capital cities of Union Territenes, the North Eastern Region, and Hill States. A notable
emphasis will be placed on cities lacking organized bus services.

J. IMirect Job Creation : Implementation of the scheme is projecied 1o result in the creation of 45000 o 535,000
direct job opportunities. This will be sccomplished through the deployment of approximately 10,000 buses for
city bus operations.

4. Scgment A : Augmenting City Bus Services: One segment of the scheme, labeled Segment A, 15 dedicated to
enhancing city bus services across 169 cities. This component will primarily focus on expanding the availability
of electric buses for urban transportation,

8. Segment B : Green Urban Mobility [nitiatives (GLIMLE: The second segment, Segmem B, wargets 181 cities
and revolves around green mobility initiatives. These include the implementation of bus priority measures,
development of multimedal mterchange facilities, integration of NOMC-based Automated Fare Collection
Systems, establishment of charging infrastruciure, and more,
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6. Operational Framework : The responsibility of operating the bus services and making payments to bus

operators will rest with the respective states and cities. The Central Government’s role will involve extending
subsidies as outhined in the seheme o support these opertions,

T.  Promoling E-Mobility : The scheme places a strong emphasis on promoting eleciric mobility, 11 provides
substaniinl support for the creation of necessary behind-the-meter power infrastructure. Additionally, cities will
receive assistance for establishing charging infrastructure sz part of Green Urban Mobility Initiatives.

Key Highlights :
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India announces ‘Green’ Hydrogen standard

B India has announced the definition of Green
Hvdrogen. The Green Hyvdrogen Standard for
India sets a criterion of 2 kg COZ equivalent per
ke H2 as a | 2-month average emission thrashold.
It 15 a significant meve for the progress of the
Mational Green Hydrogen Mission. The guidelines
catablished by the Ministry of New and Rencwable
Enecegy (MNRE}, Government of India, delineate
the emissicn benchmarks that must be fulfitled
for hydrogen production 1o qualify as “Green’,
signifying its origin from renewable sources.

B The Ministry of Mew & Renewable Energy has
charnctenzed Green Hydrogen as having a well-io-
gate emission (encompassing processes like water
treatment, electrolysis, gas purification, hydrogen drving, and compression) that does not exceed 2 kg C0O2
equivalent per kg H2,

B The scope of the definition encompasses both electrolysis-based and biomass-based hydrogen production
methods. The notification explicitly states that the Ministry of New & Renewable Energy will define a
comprehensive methodology for measuring, reporting, monitoring, on-site verification, and certifying green
hydrogen and s derivatives. Bureau of Energy Eficiency (BEE), Minstry of Power shall be the Nodal Authority
for scereditation of agencies for the monitering, verification and certification for Grreen Hydrogen production

projects.
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Cireen Hydrogen -

W 1iisa colourless, odourless, tasteless, non-ioxic and highly combustible gaseous substance.

B Green hydrogen stands as an energy resource that emerges via water electrolysis using renewable sources like
wind, solar, and hydroclectric power.

B This form of hydrogen plays a key factor in transifioning towards a carbon-neutral economy while aiding in
climate change mitigation.

B The produced bydmgen can be stored and employed as Tuel across transpodation, industey, and agriculiural
SECIDE,

B Other types of Hydrogen: Hydrogen can also be categorized as grey ™ and *blug’,

B Grey hyvdrogen is manofactured from fossil fuels like coal and gas, constituting around 95% of total production
in South Asia

B Blue hydrogen 1s generated utilizing electricity produced by combusting fossil fuels; however, it meorpomates
technologics to capture and prevent the carbon emissions from being released into the atmosphere.
Driving Factors for Green Hydrogen Development -

Several compelling reasons underline the imperative to develop green hydrogen :

B Energy Transition: The shift away from fossil fuels gains momentum, and green hydrogen offers a clean energy
carrier to replace traditional sources across sectors,

B Energy Storage: Hydrogen acts asa reservoir for excess renewable energy, effectively addressing the intermittency
of solar and wind power.

B Decarbonizing Industries: Hard-to-abate sectors like heavy industry and chemicals find solace in green hydrogen
g5 @ clean feedstock and energy sournce.

B Energy Secunly: Diversification through green hydrogen reduces dependence on finite fossil fuels, enhancing
ENETEy seourity.

B Clobal Market Potential: The surging infereést in sustainable energy presents a lucrative market for green
hydrogen fechnolopies,

B Technolegical Innovation: Ongoing research drives innovation, leading to efficient production methods and cost
resdustion,

m Mecting International Commitments: Countrics committed to net-rero emissions find an ally in green hydrogen,
aiding their clean epergy fargeis,

Ministry Of Education Announces Launch Of Smart India

Hackathon-2023

B In a sirde wwards nururing annovation  amd
collaborative  problem-solving, the Ministiry of
Education’s Innovation Cell and the All India
Council of Technical Education {AICTE} hawve
umveiled the much-anticipated  sisth edition of
the Smart India Hackathon (5IH) 2023, This
landmark event continues to be a testament fo the
growing spint of innovation in India’s educational
landscape.

Empowering Solutions : The Essence of STH -

W The Smarl India Hackathon acts a5 a remarkable
platform that unites the ingenuity of Indin’s young
minds with the practical obstacles encountered by
diverse government entities and ministries, With a
vast network comprising more than 7500 Innovation Institufes spanning the nation, STH is a breeding ground for
unconventional solutions and fresh perspectives,

B Since its establishment in 2007, the mitiation of the Smart India Hackathon has marked a .-'.igniﬁmnt milestone.
It bas evolved into a global exemplar of @ Hackathon and innovation framework, embodying its dynamic
progression over time. The array of themes embraced by this Hackaifon reflects its diversity, spanning from
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agriculture and health tech to transportation and even exiending bevond these demains,

dJoining Hands lor Innovation -

B The Smarl India Hackathon represents the joint efforts of the Mimistry of Education’s Innovation Cell and the
All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) The Hackathon brings together a remarkable collection of
239 problem statements, comprizing 182 software challenges and 57 hardware challenges, The participation of
26 Central Minisiries, & Sfale Ministries, and 4 Industey pariners underscores the holistic approach to addressing
multifaceted challenges through innovative collaboration,

Themes that Propel Innovation -

B The thematic scope of SIH 2023 is expansive and encompassing, with themes reflecting diverse societal neads.
Ranging from Agriculiurg, Food, and Raral Development o Blockehain and Cybersecurity, Clean and Green
Techmilogy o Disaster Management, and from Filness and Sports to Heritage and Culture, the themes capture
the essence of pressing challenges.

B Igniting Innovation Across Sectors

B The Smart India Hackathon 2023 15 set 1o serve as a meliing pot of innovation, where ideas will be forged,
tested, and refined to address the most pressing challenges faced by society, This event not only celebrates
India’s prowess in technology and innovalion bub alse underscores the nation’™ commitment o nururng s

Llrnpﬂrtunq

¥ Chairman of ANQD India Conneil for Technical Education (ATCTE)Y : T G Sitharam

fulure innovators and problem solvers

Assam Govt Issues Notification Banning Plastic Water Bottles

Below 1 Litre

B In a decisive move fowards enviroamental
conservalion, the Assam Environment and Forest
Department has taken g significant siep by
announcing the ban on the use and production
of plastic waler hottles below D00 mi capacity
within the state, This tmnsformative initiative, s
to be enforced from October 2 this yeor, reflects
Assam’s commitment to combal plastic pellution
and promaie sustainable practices,

B Recognizing the environmental hazards posed
by such smaller plastic boitles, the Assam
government’s decision aligns with its commitment
i safeguard the state’s patral  beawry  amd
biadiversity,

A Frogressive Ban on PET Bottles: Assam’™s Vision for a Greener Future -

B Last month, the Assam government made headlines by declaring its intent to prohibit the production and
use of drinking water bottles made from Polyethylene terephthalate (PET) with a volume of less than 1 litre
This commendable decision has pow materislized int official action, with the Aszsam Environment and
Forest Department issuing o resolute notifivation on August 23, The nofification effectively puts an end to the
manufecturing, import, stocking, distribution. and sale of plastic water bottles below the specified capacity.

G20 Summit Delhi Schedule 2023 ; Location, Venue

B The G20 Summit, a significant intermational event, is poised to Kick off on September 9th in the vibrant city
of Delhe, The sumimit is scheduled 1o span two days and will witneéss the parficipation of representatives from
member netions along with esteemed poest nations. This ammual assembly holds immense importance as 1€
provides a platform for global lenders to address pressing issues and fostor conperation on a range of topics.
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Formation and Significance of the (20 : Shaping
Global Economic Cooperation -

B On Seplember 26, 1999, a collective of |9 nations
along with the Ewropean Union (EU) came
together to establish the G20 group. The primary
purpose of their collahoration was to engage in
discussions regarding crucial financial matters that
have a plobal impact, These G20 member countries

held substantiol power ond influence, collectively

represenfing nearly  two-thinds of the world's DEIhi A" SEt

population, conducting sbout 75% of worldwide =
trade, and generating approximately 5% of the (o] gl B T=R EWA 1 RATT 3 1111
global currency.

B The G20, also known as the Group of Twenty,
serves as an ideal platform for fostering international business cooperation on a worldwide level. It plays a
significant role in shaping and reinforcing the global framework and govemance related to major international
BOOTHMTIG 185185,

Upeoming G20 Summit 2023 : Setting the Stage at New Delhi™s Ieonic Bharat Mandappam -

B The G20 Summit 2023 will take place at the prestigious ‘Bharat Mandappam.” located within the ITPO
Convention Centre in the heart of New Delhi’s iconic Pragati Maidan, The event i5 scheduled to span September
Cih and [ Oih, during which delepates will engage in comprehenzive discussions and negoiiations simed a1
shaping the course of international policy.

m Dpaddition o the central summit becation, foreign dignitaries are alse slated to explove key landmarks within the
natiomal capital, including the serene Rajghat, the pioneering 1ARL Pusa, and the illustricus National Gallery of
Modem Art{NGMA ). This unique opportunity to experience the cultural and listorical richness of Delhi serves
to deepen the understending and connections between nations,

G20 Summit 2023 Apenda : A Comprehensive Overview of Scheduled Events -

W The G20 Summit 2023 boasts a carefully structured schedule, designed o cover a range of topics and foster
productive dialogue among participating nations, Here's a glimpse of the key events leading up te and during
the surmomst:

= Replember 3-6: The 4th Sherpa Mesting

= Replember 5-6: Finance Deputies Meeting

* September 6! Joint Sherpas and Finance Deputies Meeting

= Reptember 9-10: Ministerial Meetings at the G20 Summit

= Beplember |3-14: 4ih Sustminable Finance Working Group Meeting in Viranas

. September [4-16: 4th Meeting for the Global Parinership for Fisancial Inclusion in Mumbai

+  Reptember [3-19: 4th Framework Working Group Mezting in Baipor

B These varous meetings are aimed at fostering cooperation and understanding omong the participating nations,
paving the way for collnborative solutions to global challenges.

Svmbaolism in Design: G20 Summit 2023 Logo

B The G20 Summit 2023 logo holds deep symbolic meaning, drawing
inspiration from India’ national flag, the ‘Timnga.” The logo
seamlessly ingomporates the vibranl colors of saffron, while, green,
and blue. A lotus, adorned with the colors of white, green, and blue,
stands gracefully against the backdrop of the Earth. This poignant
imagery serves as a reminder of the urgency o adopt environmentally "‘m 2023 INDIA
conscious practices, especially in the Face of escalating climate change s ST
COTRE TS,

B The inclusion of the word *Bharat® in the Devanagari script beneaih
the G20 loge pays homage 0 the host nafion, underscoring India’s
role as a unifving force in the intermational community,

& 0000
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Harmony in Unity : G20 Summit 2023 Theme

B The theme chosen for the G20 Summit 2023 is “Vasudhava Kotumbakam,”
meaning “Une Earth, Cne i-'.tmilj.-', Une Future.™ Booted moan ancient Sansknt
text, the Maha U'panishad. this theme encapsulates the essence of global unity
and interconnectedness. 11 serves as a powerful mlbving call for nations to
corme logether and collaborate on solutions that transcend borders.

W The theme alzo aligns with the concept of LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment),
l.'||1'|'.-||.'|:-i,ri|1g the |-||1'|1|,rr|i|r|:,:-.: of 1rLil,|li.'ill_E -L,:|1'|.'ir|.:-|1rrp|,:1'|::|||'|}- sustminable and
responsible cheices, This concept is not only relevant at an individual level
but also resonates with matonal agendas, highlightung the need for collective
action (0 ensure 3 sustamnable future for all.

B Inconclusion, the G20 Summit 2023 promises o be a pivolal event where global keaders will convene (o discuss,
deliberate, and chart the course for 2 more harmoniows and prosperows world, With its significant agenda,
rich symholism, and unifying theme, the summit stands as a beacon of hope for intemational cooperation and
progress

ISRO-developed device for fishers’ safety successfully tested

at Neendakara

B The Imndian Space Research Organisation =
(ISR0) has achieved a sipnificant milestone by
successfully testing its innovative device named
*‘Wabhmitra’. This device, developed al [SREO's
Space Applications Centre in Abmedabad, aims
o enhance the safely of fishemmen during their sea
expaditions, The successful teshing ook place ai
Meendukars, where the device was installed on a
fishing vessel, and its capabilities were assessed in
the presence of both scientists and officials from
the Fisheries depanmeni,

Satellite-Based Communication for Fisher
Safety -

B I5R0D-developed device for fishers” safety successhiully tested at Neendakara
B Mabhmitra operates on the basis of advanced satellite commumication technology, allowing seamless two-way
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mesaaging between hshing boats and maritime autherities siafioned at sea. This breakihrough technofogy greatly
improves the communication channels and safety measures available w fishermen during their vovages,
ISROYs Nabhmitra device : Key Features and Functions -

1.  Weather and Cyclone Warnings : The device facilitates the transmission of critical weather updates and
evelone wamings to fishing boats in the local language. This enables fishermen to stay informed about potentially
hazardous conditions and make informed decizions regarding their operations

2. Ivistress Messages @ Fishermen can now send distress messages 1o the authorities in case of emergencies.
Whether facing challenges like capsizing or fires, fishermen can activate the distress signal with a single button
press, immediately alerting the control center about their situation.

3.  Emergency Connectivity : Upon recerving a distress signal, the contral center i mmediately notified, including
the precise location of the distressed fishing boat. Simultaneously, the boat's crew receives a response message
from the control center, assuring them that help is on the way,

4, Navigational Assistance : In addition (o safetv features, Nabhmitra alse serves as a valuable navigational
tool. It provides vital information about shipping channels and maritime boundaries, assisting fishermen in
navigating safely through often challenging waters.

%, Fishing Field Identification : The device's capabilities extend beyond safety concerns. Mabhmitra aids in the
identification of fishing ficlds, contributing to more effective and productive fishing operations.

India, Asian Development Bank to set up climate change and

health hub in Delhi

B Ipdia s now oall set to open a climate change
gnd health hub in the national capital Delhi in
partnership with the Asian Development Bank
(ADB). Earlier, India had bagped the first WHO
Centre for Global Teaditional Medicine., WHO
Centre for Global Traditiona] Medicing was sel up
in Jamnagar, Gugarat.

B The new hub for climate change and bealth will
facilitate knowledge sharing, promote partnerships
and innovations, and also belp countries beyond
the (-20, especially developing countries. In its
recently released (G-20 nutcome document, India
also nofed that climate change will continue to
drive health emergencies, including the emergence
pngd re-emergence of infectious disenses, and by mereosing the seventy and freguency of nafural disasters,
thereby threatening to overwhelm health systems’ ability to deliver essential services.

The outcome document committed to ;

B Prioritize climate-resilient health systems development, build sustainable and low-carbon/low greenhouse gas
(GHG) emission health svstems and healtheare supply chains that deliver high-quality healtheare, mobilize
resources Tor resiliend, low-carbon sustamable health svstems, and

B Facilitate collaboration, including initiatives such as the WHO-led Alliance for Transformative Action on
Climate and Health (ATACH) The new Climate Change and Health Huby in New Delhi will help couniries all
over the world 1o address to sdentify new drvers and address the existing dnvers using a scienee and nsk-based
approach, and to strengthen existing infectious disease surveillance systems.

Significance :

B Climate change affects all and this centre will give an opportunity to have different partners discussing this
imiporiant issue and learning from each other.

B Inits recently released G-20 oufcome document, India noted that climate change will continue to drive health
emergencies, including the emergence and re-emergence of infections diseases.

B It will also increase the severity and frequency of natural disasters, thereby threatening health systems® ahility
to deliver essentinl services.

W Agwinst this bockdrop, there 15 need to enbance the resilience of health systems agamst the impact of chimate change.
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China’s Economy Slips into Deflation: Implications and
Countermeasures

B Deflation, the inverse of inflaton, sigmifies a
persistent decline in the general price levels of
goods and services within an economy. The recent
oceurrence of deflatiwn in China, the worlds
second-largest economy, has triggered concerns
ghout its economiic prospects and the need for
robust policy responses from Beijing.
Understanding Deflation -

B Deflation can be suecinctly  described as a

coditrmeoas reduction i overall Fll‘jl."l-_' tevals acrpes CHINESE Ecn“nw
an eeonamy. This situstion contrasts with inflation, v
where prices merease over time. In China's case, FALLS INTD DEFLATIEH
both the consumer price index (CP1) and producer
price mdex { PP reported declines in July,

1. Consumer Price Index (CPI Decline ; China’s CP1 dipped by (0.3 percent vear-on=vear in July, marking s
first decrease since Febroary 2021

1.  Producer Price Index {PP1) Decline : The PPl experienced its tenth consecutive monthly decline, falling by
A4 percent, surpassing the predicted 4.1 percent decrease.

These statistics underscore the mountng economic chal lenges confronting China.
Caunses of Deflation in Ching -

B Deflation can stem from multiple factors, such as reduced consumer demand, an oversupply of goods,
technological innovations that lower production costs, or stringent monetary policies by central banks, In
China's context, the '|1rirr|:'|1'_!.' drvers of deflation are diminishad consemer demand ond oo economic showdown

. Reduced Conswmer Demsand: When consumers anticipate further price drops, they tend 1o delay purchases, This
leads 1o decreased demand Tor poods and services,

2, Economi¢ Siowdown: Chinas economic deceleration has contributed to the decline in consumer spending,
amplifving deflationary pressures.

Implications of Defation -

B While falling prices may initially seem advantageous to consumers, deflation can yield detnimental effects on
the coonony, mirmoring China’s predicament.

I, MNWegative Demand Cvele: Deflation can initiate a damaging cvele. Anticipated price decreases prompt consum-

ers to postpone purchases, leading to reduced demand, lower production, decreased business revemues, potential
lavofls, and a subsequent decline in consumer spending.

2

Economic Contraction: The cyelical neduciion i economic activily can intensily, causing a downward spiral
marked by cconomic contraction, job losses, and financial mstability,

Record-Breaking July 2023: Hottest Month on Earth

B InJuly 2023, our planet expenienced an unprecedented rise in temperatures, marking it as the hottest month ever
recorded. Thiz alarming trend underscores the urgency of addressing global climate change and its root cause,
greenhouse gas emissions, Let's delve inte the key highlights and findings of this extraordinary maonth,

I, Global Temperature Soars
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B The global average temperature for July 2023
shattered previous reconds, soaning 0.72°C above
the July average of 1991-2020. This temperature
increase was a significant 0.337C higher than the
previous hottest month, July 2019, Furthermore,
July 2023 was estimated to have been approximately
1L3°C warmer than the historical average from
1B530-1 900, These figures emphasize the rapid
escatation of global lemperatures,

1.  Northern Hemisphere Heatwaves

B he Northern Hemisphere bore the brunt of extreme
heat, with widespread hempwaves affecting vanous
regions. Southern Europe, in particular, experienced
scorching temperatures. The occurrence of such
hearwaves indicates the concerning intensification of climate anomalics in recent years.

2. sowth America and Antarctica Affected

B Across South Amenca, numerous countries witnessied well-above-avempe temperatures. Meanwhile, sipmificant
warming was abserved around a substantial portion of Antarctiea, indicating the beoad-reaching impact of glabal
temperature trends.

Disturhing Sea Surfuce Temperature Kise

Sea surface tempemtures also surged to alarming levels, building wpon a period of high temperatures smee
Aprl 2023, In July, glohal averape sea surface temperatures reached a record high, surpassing the 1991-2020
average by 0.31°C, Distinct regions, including the Nonh Atlantic, experienced temperature spikes of 1.05°C
ghave the norm. Marine heatwaves were observed in the Caribhean hasin, the Mediterranean Sea, and the seas
surrosunding Gresnlond,

2023 Warming Trend

The year 2023 emerged as the third warmest vear to date, with an overall temperature elevation of 0.43°C
compared to the recent average. July™s global temperature was an astounding 1.5°C above preindustrial levels.
This dramatic increase underscores the need for immediate and substantial efforts i curtail greenhouse zas
cmissions, which remain the primary driver of these unprecedented climate records.

Sca lee Retread

The decline of sea ice cominaed in July 2023, paricularly in Antarctica, where the sea ice exient reached a
rernarkable [ 5% below average, This unsettling trend has persisted for several months, painting & dire plciure of
the angoing impacts of climate change. While Aretic sen oe extent remained shightly below average, it remained
well above the record low observed in July 2020,

6.  Hydrological Changes

B July 2023 brought varying hydmlogical conditions scross the globe. Northern Ewrope and regions from the
Black Sea 1o northwestern Russia experienced above-average mainfall. Conversely, the Mediterrancan basin
faced drier-than-average conditions, with Haly and southeastern Europe witnessing notable anomalics

B  Outside of Europe, areas such as northeastern Morth Amenica, Afghanistan, Pakistan, northeastern China,
northern and eastem Australia, and Chile received above-average rainfall. On the other hand, regions such as
Bexcn, the southwestermn Llmited States, cemml and sontheastern Asia, southwestermn Australia, and pars of
sovuthern Braril and Paraguay experienced below-sverage precipitation.

Australia to be testing ground for US missiles

B Australia’s involvement in the AUKLUS {Ausiralia, United Kingdom, United States) pact has gained attention
due to its potential role as a testing ground for advanced hypersonie and long-range precision weapons, The
apreement, initially focused on supplyving Australia with nuclear-powered submarines, has evolved to address
the growing influence of China in the Asia-Pacific region. 1.5, Secretary of the Army Christine Wormuth
highlighted Ausiralia’s unique coniributions and the collaborative nature of the pacl
Australia’s Non-Monetary Contribution -

B While Australia’s mvolvement in AUKUS includes the exchange of advanced diefense technologies, Secretary
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Wormuth emphasized that its confnibution doezn’
sofely mevelve amound  financial  commitments.
Australia’s  strategic  geographical  attributes,
including vast distances and spamsely populated
land, make it an ideal testing ground for cutting-
edge weaponry

AUKUS Pact and China®s Influence -

B The AUKLUS pact, signed in laie 2021, serves as
& strategic response o counter China’s increasing
dominance in the Asia-Facific region, By enhancing
Australia’s defense capabilities, the pact aims to
create a deterrent against polential aggression from
China, a stance that has been criticized by Beijing
but strongly supported by the pact’s member
nations,

Evolution of AUKLUS Focus -

B Iminally centered on the acquisition of nuckar-powered submarnes, the AUKLUS pact has broadened its scope
i include advanced fechnologies such as long-range precizion firing, artificial intelligence, and hypersonic
weapons The pact’s evolution reflects the partners’ comimitmient to staving at the forefront of defense innovarion
and adapding fo emerging threats,

Iraq bans media from using term ‘humnﬁexualil}r'

®m  The Iragi Communications and Media Commission
(CMC) has enforced a ban on the use of fenn
“homosexuality”. instend mandates using the term
*sexual deviance” as a replacement,

B The media regulatory body of Irag has isswed a
prohibition on the usage of the term “homosexuality*
instructing both media and social media entities to
employ the term *sexval deviance® in its ploce.
Ban on Specific Terms for Media and Internet
Companies in Irag -

B This direchive encompasses all medin and social
media  establishments  functioning within  the
country, as specified by the Iragi Communications
and Media Commission (OMC).

B The use of these terms in any of their applications is now prohibited for all ieensed CMC phone and internet
companies. As a result, these companies are constrained from including “hemosexuality™ or “gender™ in any of
their mobile apps.

Complexitics Surrounding LGBTO+ Rights in Irag and Recent Developments -

B Inorecent times, loosely defined morality provisions within Trag’s penal code have been uiilized W single out
LGBTO- individuals,

B i the past couple of monihs, sigmificant Irag factions have intensified their opposition o LGBT nghis, frequently
exemplifed by the buming of rambow fags in protests led by Shiite Muslim frctions, who are expressing their
dizapproval of recent Koran burnings i Sweden and Denmark.

LGBTOH Discrimination in Irag and Glebal Legal Context -

B LGBTO+ individuals face extensive discriminmation in Iraq, with open homosexuality leading w military service
bars and the illegalty of same-sex marriages or civil unions

B These individusls lack legal saferuards against discrimination, often falling victim o vigibante justice amd honor
killings.

m  While gay sex isnot explicitly criminalized, Iraq s anti-LOGBT stance dates back woits declaration of independence,

during which homosexuality was officially prohibited,
7 9222333999 n
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W As per World Data, gay sex is considered o criminal offense in over 80 counfries, while same-zex sexual acts

have been decriminalized in mone than 130 nations,

lImportant)

¥ Prime Minister of Irag : Mohammed Shin® Al Sudani

PM Modi first Indian prime minister to visit Greece in 40 years

B Indian Prime Minister Norendra Modi embarked
on o landmark visit o Greece, markimg a significant
diplomatic milestone as he became the first Indian
Prime Minister 10 sel foof in the country in 4
years, This visit iz aimed at fortifying the bilateral
relationship between India and Greece, and it
comes al the invitation of Greek Prime Minister
Eymakos Mitsotakis.

Warm Welcome from Indian Commumnity =

B As Prame Mimister Modi amived i the Greek
capital of Athens, he was warmly greeted by the
Indian community residing in Greece. A symbolic
pexiure of cultural exchange was presented as they
gified him with & traditienal Greek headdress, symbolizing the bridging of cultures and the sirong tes that the
fw o nations share.

Diplomatic Dialogues ;: Cementing Bilateral Relations -

B During his visif, Prme Minster Modi i@ set to engoage in erueial talks with his Greek counterpart, Prime Minister
Kxvmiakos Mitsotakis. The primary objective of these discussions 1s to further solidify the existing relationship
between the two countries, The talks are expected to encompass o wide range of arcas, including cconomic
conperation, defense collaboration, amd people-to-people connections,

Meeting with Dignitaries : Strengthening Diplomatic Bonds -
B Apart from his meeting with Prime Minister Mitsotakis, Prime Minister Modi is also anticipated to have an

audience with Greek Presidem Katering Sakellaropoulow, This high-level interaction adds another layer (o the
srrengthening of diplomatic bonds between the two nations,

Economic Emphasis : Busingss Leaders and Indian Disspors Interaction -

B Recognizing the importance of econmnic collaboration, PM Modi is scheduked o engage with prominent
business leaders from both India and Greece. This interaction aims to Toster deeper econtamic [ies, promoe
investments, and explore avenues for trade growth between the two countries. Furthermaore, the Prime Minister
will also connect with the Indian diaspora in Greece, highlighting the role of this community in enhancing
cultural exchanges and people-to-people relations.

Shared Civilization and Collaborative Endeavors -

B India and Greece share a history stegped in civilization and culture, which forms the foundation for their strong
modem-day partnership. Recent vears have witnessed the growth of cooperation in various sectors, notably
maritime transport, defense, and trade, This visit seeks o build upon these existing collaborations and pave the
way for further synergies.

Historical Significance -

B The last time a sifting Indian Prime Minister visited Greece was in September 1983, when Prime Minister Indira
Crandh underiook a significant mp to the nation. PAM Modi's visit, after a four-decade gap. marks a historic
moment in the diplomatic relations between the two countries and signifies India’s commitment to fostering

stronzer global ties.
7 9222333999 n
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Richest Man in the World By 27th August 2023, Top 10 List

® The Worlds Billionaires List or Keal-Time
Bilhonaires List is an anmual ranking of the world's
wedalthiest hillionaires based on their recorded net
worth, 1t is produced and published by Forbes
Magazine every March., The first edition of this
ranking was published in 1957,

B  The net total worth of each person 15 approximated
on the basis of their reported assets and accounting
for debt and other considerations. The ranking
published the netl total worth of each person in US
dollar. These rankings do nol include rovaliy or
dictators whose wealth s derived from their siatus.

B Elon Musk stands in the first position on the list of
Rillionaires. He is the world’s richest person with a
net worth of 5230 3R, He i3 5E1|i|15 a ﬁi5I1iﬁ¢;|:l[ '|'||.‘:l|‘li1:-|| of his weealith from Telsa and F;i:l:'m::‘::'{.

B List of Top 10 Richest Man in the World Till by 27th August 2023

Met worth (in Billions) Conniry

1 Elon Musk $240.7 Linited States
2 Bernard Amoult & Family 332314 Frunce

3 Jefl Bezos 3154.9 Linited States
4 Larry Elison 51461 Lnited States
3 Bill Gaes 3119.3 Linited Staes
i Warren Budlei 3174 Linited Saes
7 Mark Zuckerberg 31152 LInited States
-'5 Larry Page $111.9 LInited States
0 Sergey Brin 51062 United States
I Steve Ballmer 3034 Linited States

1. Elon Musk

Apge: 51 years

Met worth: 5240.7H
Source: Tesla and SpaceX
Residence: Amiin, Texag
Citizenship: United States

Elon Musk is the world’s richest person. He co-founded companies
like SpaceX {rocket producer), Tesla {electric car maker) and Boring
Company (funnelling startup ). A significant portion of his wealth is tied
tn the success of Tesla. Musk purchased Twitter in Octoher 2022 far 344 hillion.

2. Bernard Arnault & family
Age: T4 years

Met worth: 5231 48

Source: LVMHY luxury goods

Besidenve: Paris

Citizenship: France

Bemard Amault is the CEQ of the world's larzest luxury goods
company “Moct Hennessy Louts Voitton (LVMH)Y which encompasses
approximately 70 renowned fashion and cosmetics brands. In January 2021, LVMH completed the acquisition

|.|F_li|:u-*1:|||.'-r Tilf:in:,-' & Co, Tora !'\-|EIEE,1.: rif‘ts S15.8 billion.
7 9222333999 H
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B Arnault’s five children confribute to various sectors within the expansive LNVMH empire, In January 2023, he
appointed his doughter Delphine to lead Dior, the group's seeond langest braned,

3. Jett Bezos

Age: 39 years

Met warth: 5134 9H

Source! Amazon

Residence: Medina, Washingion

Citizenship: United States

In July 2021, Jeft Bezos decided to give up his role as CEO of the
geomimerce powerhouse Amazon while still maintaining his position as
chairman,

B Bezos owned an asrospace company named The Washington Post and Blue Origin, designing rockets and fled
o space n July 2021,

BRICS Welcomes New Members: Inclusion of Argentina,
Iran, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia, and Egypt

B In a significant geopolitical development, the
BRICS alliance, comprising Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa, has announced
the mch=ion of six pew member countres. This
expansion marks a notable shift in the alliance’s
composition and has the potential to reshape the
dynamics of global cooperaticn.

BRICS's New Members: Bridging the Global
South =

B President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Afvica, the
host mation of the recent BRICS summit, made a
historic announcement on August 24ib, revealing
the names of the new entrants to the alliance. The
expanded BRICS now welcomes Argenting, ran, the United Arab Emirales, Sodh Arabia, Ethiopia, and Egypl
into its fold, This move not only diversifies the alliance but alse provides a platform for emerging ecommmies
from different regions o align their interests on the global stage.

XV BRICS 51 MBIT, J08 8NN

ESBURG, S0UTH AFRECH,

Goeopolifical Significance and Intentions -

B Thisexpansion was nof a sudden development but rather the result of a well-considered decision. Official sources
had previously indicated that BRICS was in the process ol extending invitations w potential new members, This
strategic move carrics the potential to forge connections with nations cager 00 collaborate within a coalition
dedicated to advancing the concerns of the "Global South.”

Unity Amidsi Diversity: BRICS" Vision -

B The BRICS summuit saw South Adrican President Ramaphosa extend an invitation to Indian Prime Minister
Marendra Modi to address the assembiy. PM Modi. in his speach, threw his weight behind the expansion iniiative
while advocating for a more balanced and inclusive “multi-polar”™ world order. He also took the opportunity
to highlight India’s remarkable sirides in space explomation and research, emphasizing its commitment to
technological advancements.

Complexitics of Inclusion: Pakistan's Absence and China’s Stance

B China's prier push @ include Pakistan within the BRICS alliance had introduced a diplomatie quandary, adding
complexity to the proceedings. China’s reasoning behind this proposition stemmed from its belief that BRICS
shorild encompass a wider membership to represent a broader range of developing nations. However, this sdea
faered resistance, pacticularly from Indin, The spposition was rooted in concems that an enlarged BRICS could
dilute the allianee's core objectives ond poteniially weaken the consensus among 1is onginal members,

9212333999 n
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ISRO’s next mission to Moon is with Japanese, named LUPEX

B Indian Space Research Oreanisation (ISRO) is
prepanng for one more lunar mission, this one in
collaboration with lspanese space apency, The
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)
This mizsion, called LUPEX, or Lunar Polar
Exploration, is slated for 2024-25, But there would
be maore in the Chamdravaan series as well, LUPEX
will offer ISRO another opportunity to probe the
surface af the Maoon.

About the LUPEX -

B As ifs name sugmests, LUPEX will also explare
the polar regrons of the Moon, this fime venfuring
into the permanently zhaded regions. One half of
the Moon never faces the Sun, and is therefore permanently dark. To land in these areas, the spacecrafi and the
omboard instrements have to have an alternative power supply option throogh an onboard battery. LUPEX 15
also planned to investigate the abundance of water in the polar regions, and explore the possibilities of locating
a long-term station in these areas. For the LUPEX mizsion, the launch vehicle and rover are supposed to be

comtrtbuted |::-_':.' ihe J:_|;'|i|.|1|:h,: AREHEY, W hile the lander will coime from TSRO, |||4;idn,'||l1'|||_-.-'. JAXA is ~.|.;|1Lii|'|r_ 1%
own lamding mission, its first, e the Moon later this week,

B The immediate priority for ISRO is the Aditva-L 1, its first mission to the Sur, which is slated for an early
Seplember launch. Aditva-L 1, referred o by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in bis address today, will observe
the Sun from a distance of 90 million km, It 5 meant to study the different kinds of phenomena like solar corona,
solar emissions, solar winds and flares, and coronal mass ejections. It will also do an imaging of the Sun

LI mportan q

*  Japan Acrespace Exploration Agency (JAXA) Founded : 1 October 20035
¥ Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) Headgoarters : Chofu, Tokye, Japan.

“I find that the
harder I work,
the more luck

| seem to have.”

- Thomas Jefferson
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Neeraj Chopra Makes History as First Indian to Secure Gold
at World Athletics Championships

m  Neera) Chopra made history by winning the gold medal i the men’s javelin throw event at the Waorld Athletics
Championships held in Budapest, Hungary, He became the first-gver Indian athlede to achieve this feat, marking
a significant milestone for Indian athletics. Nearaj’s exceptional performance weas highlighted by a remarkable
throw of B8.17 meters duning his second attempt. This outstanding achievement showeased his skill and
dominance in the event, sclidifving his position as a global contender.

B Pakistan's Arshad Nadeem, the reigning Commonwealth Gamaes champion, took the silver with a season’s
best of 87.32m while the Caech Republic™s Jakub

- ¥ =1 i i 5 s §

Yadlejch won bromze with Be.67m, The ofher two r/"' World Athletics Championships 2023 men®s

Indian athletes in the | 2-man javelin throw finals at javelin throw tinal results

Budapest also logged impressive results. Kishore

lena finished fitth with a personal best haul of i Neeraj Chopra (IND) 88.17m

84.7Tm while DP Manu was sixth with 84.1dm, 3 Arshad Nadeem (PAK) = H'm

Intense Rivalry and Triwmph - 3 Jakub Vadlejeh (CZE) Hb.67m
B Neeraj faced tough competition, notably  from | TJulian Weber (GER) 45 T0m

Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem, who secwred the silver 3 Kishore Jena (IND) 9177 m

medal with a commendable throw of 87,82 meters. = & )

The competition between the two showeased the b Manu D {INI) f4.14m

intensity of the event. T (Hiver Helander (FIN) B3 38m
B Neeraj's gold medal not only added a prestigious & Edis Matusevicius (LTU)  82.2%9m

achicvement to his personal record but also i Dawid Wegner (POL) L TE8m

contributed to India’s medal wally at the World T Ihab Abdelrahman (FGY)  80.64m

Athletics f.llitﬂ]fll}lt'll"l :il'llr-S._ [|:||:-.-_ win !ll-il.l‘l'l'.-l."d. his T Andrian Mardare (MDE)  79.66m

second medal at the Championships, with a previous e -

silver medal to his name. 12 limothy Herman (BEL) 74.56m
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Asian Champions Trophy title 2023: India beat Malaysia

Tha

gs 0006

clinch fourth Asian Champions Trophy

Inchia beat Malaysia 4-3 and clinch a record Tourth
Asian Champions Trophy title at the Mayor
Radhakrishnan Stadium in Chennai. Malzysia were
aggresaive in the first half as the Indians found
it difficult o restrict their opponent. With four
Asian Champions Trophy titles, India is the most
sucessiul feam in the hisiory of the wurnament.
Pakistan, with three titles, are at the second spot
now. Akashdecp led the attack scoring the opening
goal and overall, India had five different goal
seorers i the semi-finals of which four of them
seored fAeld poals — Karthi Selvam, Mandeep
Singh, Akashdeep Singh, and Sumit.

Japan take 3rd spot afler beating South Korea 5-3.
Japan finished behind Malaysia in the Asian Champions Trophy tournament after the beat defending champion
South Korea 3-3 in the third-place playoft tie in Chennai.

Asian Champions Trophy tifle 2023 Squads

Malavsia: Mubammad Mobd, Amirul Azahar, H Othoean, Deris Mat Zaimi, Shello Silverius, Razie Ralim,

Faiz Jali, Majib Hassan, Kamal Azral Abu, K Haminn, Muhammad Hassan, Najmi Jazlan, Marhan Jalil, Asbran
Hamsam, Azuan Hasan, Fitn Saeri, Abdu Muhajir, Faizal Sasn, B Rosh, Frrhan Ashari

India: Jugraj Singh, BP Sreejesh, Jarmanpreet Singh, Krishan Pathak, Harmanpreet Singh, Manpreet Singh,
Sumit. Varun Kumar, Sukhjeet Singh, Hardik Singh, Amit Rohidas, Akashdeep Singh, Samsher Singh, Milakanta
Sharma, Mandeep Singh, 5 Karthi, Gurjant Singh, Vivek Sagar Prazad.

Defending Formula One champion Max Verstappen emphatical ly won

the Belgian Grand Prix for an eighth straight win and 10th overall

of a crushinely dominant season. He finished 22.3 seconds ahend

of teammate Sergio Perez to give Red Bull and easy -2 It moved

Werstappen ominously closer to a third straight world title and his own

F1 record of 15 wins fron last year.

Ferran driver Charles Leclere finished in third spot for athird podiumof

the season, with Lewis Hamilton in fourth for Mercedes ahead of Aston

Martin’s Pernando Alonso. George Fussell was sixth for Mercedes,

with Lando Morris (MeLaren), Esteban Ocon (Alpine), Lance Stmoll

(Aston Marting, and Yuki Tsunoda (AlphaTaur) completing the top

16,

Frevious race’s winners list @

[ Raee [ Winner |

Hunganan Grand Prix 2023 Max Verstappen
British Grand Prix 2023 Max Verstappen
Canadian Crand Prix Max Verstappen
Spanish Grand Prix 2023 Max Verstappen
Monrco Crand Prix 2023 Max Versiappen
Bahrain Grand Prix 2023 Max Verstappen
Saudi Arabia Grand Prix 2023 Sergo Pdrez
Acerbanan Grand Prix 2023 Serghe Pénez
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Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar clinches Gold medal at FISU Games

B Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar, along with
compound  archers Avneel Kaur, Sangampree
Singh Bizla, and the men’s 10m air ffle eam,
pihieved remarkable victories by securing gold

medals at the FISU World University Games 2023
in Chengdu, the People’s Republic of China.

B With these achievements, India’s medal tally at
the FISU World University Games 2023 reached
gn impressive wdal of 17 madals = nine gold, three
silver, and five bronze. India currently holds the
fourth position on the medals table. trailing behind
China, Japan, and the Republic of Kornea.

India Shines at FISU World University Games
2023 -

B The Indian team celebeated the exceptional performance of shooter Adshwary Pratap Singh Tomar, who noiched
nok ene bul twe gold medals dunng the competition. Following his trumph in the men's 50m rfle 3 positions
event, Aishwary continued his brilliant form by claiming the top spot in the men’s 10m air nfle team event.

B In the finale, Aishwary seored an impressive total of 2526 points, securing victory over his fellow Tokyo
Cbympian and compatriot, Divyansh Singh Panwar, who settled for the silver medal with 231 points. The bronze
in the event was bagged by China’s Buhan Song, who scored 229 points

B Indian Trio Clinches Gold Medal in BMen’s 10m Air Rifle Team Event with Remarkable Team Spirit

B The Indian wic comprising Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar, Divyansh Singh Panwar, and Arjun Babuta showcased
exceptional team spirit, resulting in a gokd medai for the men’s [0m air rifle team event.

B The team displaved remarkable coordination and skill, earning o combined score of 1B94.7 points. China
followed closely behind with a silver medal and a score of [881.%, while Kazakhstan secured the bronee with
|BTH.2 points.

GM Gukesh overtakes Viswanathan Anand to become
highest Indian in FIDE rankings

B The [7-vear-old chess prodigy, v Gukesh, has
dethroned  Grandmmster Viswanathan Anand as
India’s top-ranked chess player in the live wordd
rankings, Gukesh achieved this feat by defeating
Mistradin Iskandarov in the second round of the
FIDE World Cup, regching a hive rating of 27559
andd climbing o the 9th pasition 1n the classic open
catepory. In contrast, Anend’s rating of 2754.0
caused him to drop to the [Oth spot. This is only
the second time since 1986 that Anand has been
displaced from the fop position,

B CGukesh’s recent gain of 2.5 rating points pushed his
live cating to 27559, while Arand’s rating remains
at 2754.0. As a result, Gukesh is now ranked as the
Uth best chess player in the world, and Anand stands at 10th place. Anand had held the top position in India’s
chess rankings since January 1987 and has been one of the country’s most prominent players since July 1991,

B Gukesh, who recently became the voungest playver to reach a live rating of 2730, is determined to break the
2E00-mark. Despite this significant achievement, Gukesh is currently focused on his upcoming match against
Fellow Indian playver 5. L. Marayvanan in the World Cup. Celebrations for his achievement will have to wait as he

prepares for the next round.
7 9323333909 n

Tha

Timeg <Jolfl)

i Heliable Acndemy ww . reliablencud emy.cong




;ﬁvil:‘i-h

A Sports BANK *SSCeRLY *PCS

Lizt of top 10 Chess plavers in FIDE rankings

Magnus Carlzen JR38 Ulnited Siates
2 Fabiano Carwana 2THG United States
3 Hikara Makaniura 2781 Linited States
4 Ding Liren 278 China
5 lan Mepomniachtchi 279 Russia
fi Alireza Firouzja 2T France
7 Anish Gin 2764 Netherlands
H Woeslew 2764 Linited States
9 Ciikesh D 2756 [ndia
10| Viswanathan Anand 2754 India

B The Intermational Crickel Council (ICC) has
enthusiastically introduced a caplivating pair of
brand mascots for the upcoming World Cups. These
mascots, unveiled at an event in Guregram, India,
in the presence of UIY World Cup Champions’
capiains Yash Dhull and Shafali Verma, embody the
umity and spint thet cricket promotes worldwide,
Representing pender equality and diversity, the
mascots, a male and a female, originate from a
distant cricker paradise called the Crictoverse,

®  Notably : The male and female mascots from the
Cricloverse symbolize unigue traits that stand for
gender squality and diversity. The [CC has also
launched a naming competition for the mascois,
allowing fans 1o leave their mark on the World Cup until August 27,

ICC Cricket World Cup 2023 Female Mascot -

B The female character possesses a turbo-powered arm that hurds fireballs at incredible speeds.
Her remarkable precision astonishes even the most daning batters. With unmatched retlexes,
fierce fexibility. and unwavering determination, she embodies an exceptional fast bowling
prowess, Wearing a belt adomed with six encket orbs, cach strategically prepared Tor game-
changing tactics, she stands ready to make an impaci.

1CC Cricket World Cup 2023 Male Mascot - ,cﬂfﬁ'

B The male character emanates a captivating blend of ey coolness and explosive batting skills.
Every shot he takes, whether it's a cunning finesse or a powerful six, carries an electrifying
force that captivabes audiences. His electromagnetic bat and versatile array of shots amplify the
exncifement, igniting the fiekd and theilling the crowd with each sirake,

Chess World Cup 2023 Final : India’s Praggnanandhaa finishes 2nd

B Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa finished second in FIDE World Cup, After three days and four games of intensely
nervy chess across two formals, Magnos Corlsen fimally managed to win the FIDE World Cup for the ficst time
in his career. Corlsen defeated Prappnonandhaa in the final, but not before the | 8-vear-old teenage had dragged
him through the tie-breaker. Carlsen's win was confirmed after the second game of the tichreaker. The two

players had played out one draw cach.
i) 9232333999 ﬂ
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B Praggnanandba, who fumed 18 during the World
Cup, was the yvoungest World Cup finalist ever,
and 15 the voungest World Cup winner. Seeded 31,
Pragg is also the lowest seed to make the final of
the World Cup. Praggnonandhaa became a GM
af e age of 12. He was going strong before the
COVID=19 pandemic hit, which brought the world
to a standstill. But the Chennai teenager made the
most of if, homing his skills in online tournaments.

About the Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa -

B Rameshbabu Pragpnanandhaa (bom 10 August 2005) is
an Indian chess grandmaster, A chess prodigy, he became
an infernational master at the age of 10, the youngest at
the time to do so, and a prandmaster al the age of 12, the
second-youngest at the ime to do so, O 22 Februany X022, at the age of 16, he became the voungest plaver to defeat then-
world champion Magnus Carlsen, when he beat Carlsen in a rapid game at the Airthings Masters Rapid Chess Tournament
(& record since broken by Gukesh [, on 16 Oetober 2027,

HS Prannoy Clinches Bronze At BWF World Badminton
Championships 2023

® Indian badminton player HS Prannoy secured the
bronze medal in the men’s singles catepory af the
prestimous BWTF World Badmimton Championships
2023, Dhespite a valiant effort, Prannoy was
eliminated in the semi-finals that took place in
Copenbagen, Depmark on Saturday, His remarkable
Journey in the wurnsament showcased his skill and
determination on the international stagce,

A Tough Match Against Kunlavut Vitidsarn -

N World Mo, 9 HS Prannoy faced o formidable
challenge in the semi-finals as ke went head-to-head
with Thailand’s Kunlavui Witidsarn, ranked third in
the hadminton world, The intense maich strejched
over one hour and 16 minutes at te Roval Arena. Prannoy fought valianty but was eveniually edged out by his
Thai counterpart with a scoreline of 21-18, [3-21, 14-21.

A Historie Achievement -

®  The31-year-obd HS Prannoy ciched his name in Indian | g st of five Indian male singles plavers who have
badminton history by becoming only the fifih Indian secured 3 medal 2t the World lf'.'h-nmpinnshipi
men’s singles plaver to clinch a medal at the BWF World
Badminion Championships, Among his compatriots, S.No. Player Madal
Kidambi Srikanth renains the sole plaver 1o reach the 1 Kidambi Srikanth Silver
men's singles final, achieving this feat in 2021. 7 Lalohss Sen | Te—
A Memorable Journey - E, B sai Praneeth Bronze

B H5 Prannoys joumey (0 the semi-finals was nohing shor of |© 4 Prokash Padukone  Bronse
remarkable, In the quarter-finals, he pulled off 8 stunnimg wpset -

: S : g ) HS Pr / B

(refers to the sitwation when the team or indivsiual snticipated it | o

o win i beaten) by defeating Danish Dympic and defending world champion Vikior Axelzen, This victory puaranized
Prannoy his first-géver BWEF World Championships medal and coniributed te India"s overall tally of 14 medals in the world

championships.
bm]mrlu n q

¥ President of Badminton World Federation : Poul-Erik Hover Larsen
v Headguarters of Badminton World Federation : Kualas Lumpur, Malaysia
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13 August : World Organ Donation Day 2023

(Date, Theme, Significance and History)

B World Orpan Donation Day 2023 15 observed on
August 13, 2023, 1t is a global event that iz observed
fo raise awareness about the importance of organ
domation and o encourage people to become organ

donors,

B  Orean donation is the process of giving an organ W W
or tissue to someone else who needs it o survive ALY
or mmprove their quality of life. Organs that can ORGAN DONATION DAY

he donated include kidneys, livers, hearts, lungs.
pancreépses, and intestines. Tissues thal can be AUG“ST‘ 13

domated mclude comens, skin, bone, heart valves,
and tendons, '
B There are currently over 100,000 people in the

United States waiting for an organ transplant.

Every day, 22 people die while waiting for a transplant. In India. there are over 5 lakh people waiting for an
organ transplant

World Organ Donation Day 2023, Theme :

B The theme for World Organ Donation Day 2023 is “Step up to voluntegr; need more organ dencrs e Gl the
lacunpe.

B By becoming an organ donor, you gan save the Bives of others, Please consider becoming an organ donor today,

Sadbhavana Diwas 2023

(Date, Significance and History)

B Sadbhavana [Miwas, also known a5 Harmonw
Day, is an annual celebration observed on 20th
Avgust ain India. 200k August 2023 marks the 79th
birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Ragiv
Cundhi. This day commemorates the birthday of
former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, a visionary
leader whe championed the cause of national
integration, peace and public harmony among the
diverse population of India,

The Meaning of Sadbhavans @

W The ferm “Sadbhavana”™ in English refers 1o
“poodwill and bonafide™. Being the wvounpgest
Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi’s thought process
was modern and different from others. He had the vision of a developed nation via many national as well as
international projects that he pioneered. The main theme of Sadbhavana Diwas is to promote national integration

and commimal harmony among people of all religions and languages,
7 9323333909 n
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About Hajiv Gzandhi: A Visionary Leader :

® Rajiv Gandhi, born on 2Z0th August 1944, is the former Prime Minister of India, He held office from [984- 1980
and made significant contributions to the development of the country, He infroduced several progressive policies
aimed at modernizing India’s education syvstem and economy. Some of his notable achievements inclwede:

B National Policy on Education: Bajiv Gandhi introduced o National Policy on Education in 1986 (o modemize
higher education plans and promote intellectual arowth.

B Jawashar Navodaya Vidhyalaya System: Rajiv Gandhi founded & central-government-based institution namely
Jawahar MNavodaya Vidhvalaya System m 1986 for the uphiftment of the rural section of the society providing
them free residential education from 6th to 12th class.

B Telecommunications Development: Due to his effors, MTNL (Mahanmagar Telephone Nigam Limited) was
esiablished in 1986 and aleo cregted public call offices (PMCOs) for spreading 12lephones in rural areas,

B Economic Refomns: In post= 19940, he infroduced measures for reducing License Raj allowing businesses and
individuals 1o purchase capital, consumer goods and impon bureaucratic restrictions.

B Youth Empowerment: Bajiv Gandhi introdueced the vofing age as 18 to encournge the vouth invelvement in the

voting process. He emphasized the potential of the country’s youth and introduced schemes like the Jawahar
Rozgar Yojana to provide employment oppartunities,

Significance of Sadbhavana Divwas :

B Sadhhavana Diwas serves as a reminder of Rajiv Gandhi’s aspirations for India’s development and progress.
The celebration emphagizes the promotion of national unity, peace, empathy and communal harmony among
peaple of different faiths and cultures. The central theme of the day 15 to Foster goodwill and understanding
pmong diverse communities, ¢reating an atmosphere of mutual respect and coordination,

Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award ;

B The Eajiv Gandhi Mational Sadbbavanas Award was estoblished in 1992 by the All-Indian Pardiamentary
Commission of the Indian Mational Congress to commemorate the former PM Rajv Gandhi, This award 1s
given annually to those who have devoted their lives to understanding and promoting the spirit of harmony.
The awardees are provided with a prize of Es.10 lakh and a prize, Some of the awardees are; Lata Mangeshkar,
shubha Muodeal, Sunil Dutt, Amjad Al Khan, Mohammad Azhamuddin, Gopalakrishna Gandhi and more,

20th August : World Mosquito Day 2023

I[Dat-.‘_. Significance, Celebration and History)

B Every wvear, World Mosquito Dav 15 celebrated
on Awugust 20, This is done to commemorate
the comtributions of British doctor Sir Ronald
Ross who was the first person o discover the
connection between nxalaria and female amopheline
mosquitoes. Every year. World Mosquito Day is
celebruted to create swareness about the dangers
of mosquitoes, the ways by which we can protect
ourselves from these diseases, and to rise together
o commbat these insects. As we gear up to celebrate
this daw, here are & few Tacts to keep i mind.

signilicance of World Mosguite Day 2023 :

B This day is also chserved by raising awsrencss
shout the dangers of these diseases. Fundraising is
done o explore the cure for malaria. The works of scientists guch as Ronald Ross and others are also applauded
om thiz dav,

The History of World Mosquito Day :
B On August 20, 1897, 3 British doctor made a groundbreaking discovery. Sir Honald Ross found that female
Anopheles mesquiloes tronsmil malaria between humans, The parasite was located in the mosquite’s stomach

B Tocommemorite this moment in history, World Mosquito Day (WMD) was founded. Each vear, WMD presents
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us with an opporunity 1o mise pwareness of the dangers poged by mosguito-bome diseases and the ongoing
elfarts te combai the world's deadiiesi creafure.

| Important Days in August 2023, All Days and Dates List )

| August — National Mountain Climbing Day

m Natonal Mountain Climbing Day isobserved in the United Staes onAugust | each vear. Theday was established
in 2015 w honor Bobby Matthews and his friend Josh Madigan, who successfully climbed all 46 peaks of the
Adirondack Mountains in New York. The duo resched the final peak, Whiteface Mountain, on August 1. 2015,
Mational Mountain Climbing [ay is a day to celebrate the challenges and rewards of mountain climbing. It 1s
alse a day to raise awareness of the importance of conservation and preservation of mountain ecosystems.

W There are many ways o celebrate Mational Mountain Climbing Doy, You con go For a hike in your logal
mountains, elimb o new peak, or simply learn more about mountain chmbing. IF you are new (o mountain
climbing, there are many resources available to help you get started.

| August — Yorkshire Day

B Yorkshire Day is celebrated every vear on 181 August. It is the UK largest country. This day is celebrated to
honar everything about the history of the country to its most memorable residents.

B -7 Augost — World Breastfeeding Week

B August 1-7 is World Breastfeeding Week, a global annual observance to promote breastfeeding and improve the
health of babics, mothers, and familics. The week is coordinated by the World Health Organization (WHO) and
the United Nations Children’s Fund (LINICEF),

B The theme for World Breastfeeding Week 2023 is “Protect Breastfeeding: A Shared Responsibility,” This theme
highlights the importance of evervone working together (o protect breastfeeding and ensuere that all babies have
the opportunity o benefit from il

®  There are muny benefits to breastfeeding for both mothers and babies. Breastfeeding helps to protect babies
from infections, allergies, and asthma. It also helps to promote healthy growth and development. For mothers,
breastfecding can help to reduce the risk of postpariom depression and can help 1o lose weight aficr pregnancy.

6 August — Hiroshima Day

B Hiroshima Day is observed on August & to commemaorate the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, in 1945, at
the end of World War I1. The horrific ineident took place on August 6, 1945, when the United States dropped
an atomiz bomb named “Litle Boy™, on the town of Hiroshima in Japan. 2023 marks the 78th anniversary of
the world’s first atomic bombing. The day, which 15 observed at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, Japan,
highlights the effects of nuclear wars, pays respect to those who pot killed, discourages nuclear proliferation and
promotes world peace.

6 August (First Sunday of Aagust) — Friendship Day

B  [riendship Day is celcbrated on the first Sunday of August and in 2021 it folls on & August. In 1935, a tradition
of dedicating a day in honour of friends began in the US. Gradually Friendship Day gained popularity and
vanous couninies incluoding India also celebrate this day.

T August — National Handloom Day

B National Handloom Day is observed on 7th August every vear to honor and celebrate the handloom weavers in
the country, This day highlights the rich cultural heritage and craftsmanship of traditional handloom textiles.
The celebration aims o promote and support the kandloom industry, which playvs a crucial role in preserving
the country's cultural diversity and providing liveliboods to numerous artisans. On this day, vanous events
and programs are organized 1o raise awareness abowt the importance of supporting handloom products and
recognizing the skifls of the weavers who contribute significantly to India’s textile heritage.
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8 August — Quit India Movement Day

B Cuit India Movement Day is observed on 5th Avgust every vear 1o commemorate the launch of the Quit India
Movement on Bth August 1942 by Mahatma Gandhi. Also known as the August Movement or August Krnti, it
was a significant civil disobedience movement against British colonial rule in India during World War 11,

®  During the Quit India Movement, Mahatma Gandhi gave the famous call of “Do or Die” to the Indian people,
urging them to demand complete independence from British rule. The movemant aimed o maobilize the masses
and invoke noaeviclent resistance o achieve freedom.

B Onthis day, various events and programs are organized across India 1o reimember the sacrifices made by the
freedom fighters and to reflect on the importance of the Cuuit India Movement in India’s strugele for independence.
It serves as a reminder of the collective strength and determination of the Indian people in their guest for freedom
and self-rule, Timeling of the Indian Freedom Movement from 1885 to 1947

0 August — Nagasaki Day

B  Thesecond atomic bomb dropped by the United States on Japan was Fat Man, which was dropped on Magasaki on
August 9, 1943, The bomb was dropped by the B-29 bomber Bockscar, commanded by Major Charles Sweeney.
The bomb exploded over Magasaki at 11:02 am local tioee, Killing an cstimated 80,000 people instantly amd
anather 35,000 people from radiation exposure in ihe following months, Fat Man was a plutonium implosion
bomb, and it was much more powerful than the wranium bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima. The blast from
Fat Man was squivalent to 21 kilotons of TNT, which is about 13 times more powerful than the Hiroshima
bhomh.

B The hombing of Nagasaki was a turning point in the war. The Japanese government was already considering
surrender, bul the bombing of Magasaki convinced them that they could not continue the war, On August |5,
1945, Japan surrendered to the Allies,

B Theatomic bombings of Hireshima and Magasaki were a hormific event, and they are a reminder of the destructive
power of nuclear weapons. However, they also plaved a role in ending the war in the Pacific, and they helped to
save counlless lives,

9 August — International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples

B Every vear International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 15 celebrated on 9 Aweust to encourage people
from around the world to spread the LN's message on the protection and promotion of the rights of indigenoas
peoples.

10 Angust — World Lion Day

B It is observed on 10 August annually. The objective is to spread awareness and educate people about lions and
their comservation.

10 August = World Biofuel Day

Wt s observed on 10 August to spread awareness about unconventional sources of fuels that could waork as an
alternative o fossil fuels.

12 August — International Youth Day

B [ntemational Youth Day is cebebrated on 17 Augus: around the globe to focus on the development and protection
of youth in society.

miz ."';ul_mlsl:.' Wi ld F:'-E']'.lh.'llit Da:.-'

W1 is observed on | 2 Avgust annually o make people understand 1o preserve and protect the giant animal elephant.
Thiz iz the way to bring the world together to help elephanis,

13 August — International Lefthanders Day

B Every vear on 13 August Lefthanders Day ig observed. It raises awareness about the problems and difficulties

that lefi-handed persons faced.
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1.3 August — World Urgan Donation Day

B World Organ Donation Day is observed on 13 August to spread awareness about the impertance of organ donation.

14 August — Youm-e-Azadi (Pakisian Independence Day)

B Youm-e-Azadi or Pakistan Independence Day is observed annually on 14 August, On this day Pakistan achieved
Independence and was declared a sovergign nation following the end of British rule in 1947,

15 August — National Mourning Day (Bangladesh ]

® On 15 Avgust, Mational Mourning Day in Bangiadesh is observed, On this day Banpladesh's first President
Eheikh Mujibur Rahman was assassinnted along with most of hes fammily members,

15 August — Independence Day in India

B Dvery Year on |5 August, India celebrates Independence Day, As of this day, India gof freedom from British
rule. It makes us remind about a new beginning, the beginning of a new era free from British colonialism of
more than 200 years. Independence Day is a national holiday in India, and is celebrated with great fanfare. The
day begins with flag hoisting ceremonics ai governmen! buildings and schools across the country. The Prime
Minister of India gives & speach from the ramparts of the Red Fort in Delhi, and there are parades and cultral
events in major cities.

19 August — World Photography Day

B World Photography Day is observed on 19 Avugust annually to raise awareness about the importance of
phitography,

19 August — World Humanitarian Day

B World Humaniarian Day is ohserved annually on 19 August around the world o pay tribute 1o aid workers who
risk their lives in humaniterian service. This day also henours the work ol women in erises throughout the world,

20 August — World Mosquito Day

B World Moesguite Day i observed on 20 August every year o commemorate the British doctor, Sic Ronald Ross's
discovery in 1397 that *female mosguitoes transmil malaria between humans®,

20 August -Sadbhavna Diwa

®  Sadbhavea Diwag, also known & Harmeny Day, is observed on 20h August every year (o commemaorate the
memory of Rajiv Gandhi, the former Prime Minister of India. The term “Sadbhavna” translates to poodwill and
bonafide in English, and this day is dedicated to promoting the values of peace, harmony, and unity among the
people of India,

B Rajiv Gandhi, who was known for his efforts to bridge communal and social divides, is honored on Sadbhavia
Diswas for his contribations fo national infegration amd fostering a sense of brotherhood among the diverse
communities in the country, On this day, various events, seminars, and culuml programs are organized w
promote the ideals of wolerance, non-viokence, and communal hamony.

B Sadbhavoa Diwas serves as a reminder o the nation about the importance of embracing diversily, respecting
each other’s differences, and working together for the progress and prosperity of [ndia as a united and inclusive
nation. It encourages people to uphold the values of peace and goodwill in their interactions and to strive
towards building & moere harmonious and cohesive sociely,

20 August -Indian Akshay Urja Day

W Ipdian Akshay LUrja Day i5 celebrated on 200 August annually o raise awareness about the development of
renewable energy in India. It is & campaign that is celebrated sinee 2004, This day commemorates the birthday

of former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
o 122333999 ﬂ
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23 August - International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition

B This day is observed on 23 Augost every vear to remind us of the tregedy of the slave trade in memory of all
people that is about the tragedy of the transatlantic slave trade. It provides a chance to think about the historic
causes and the consequences of the slave trade,

23 August = European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Stalinism and Nazism

B This day is observed on 23 August every vear as a remembrance day for victims of totalitarian regimes mainly
Communism, Fascism, Nazism, ete. It is also known as Black Ribbon Day in some countries, This day also
symbolizes the rejection of “extremizm, intolerance, and oppression”

26 August — Women's Equality Day

B This day commemorates the passage of the 19h Amendment to the 1.5, Constitution which granted the women
right to vote, In 1971, the LS. Congress officially recognized Aupgust 26 as Women's Equality Day.

26 August: International T]Il'lg Day

B It is celebrated on 26 August to recognise the number of dogs that need to be rescued each vear.

29 August — National Sports Day

B National Sports Day is celebrated on 29 August every year to honour the hirthday of Dhyan Chand a field
hockey player, Mational Sportz Day isalso known as FEashinva Khel Divas.

30 August - Small Indusiry Day

B Small Industry Day is observed on 30 August every year to support and promote small-scale indusiries. Do you
know that small-scale industries are privately owned small corporations or manufacturers with limited resources
gnd manpower?

31 August- Sanskrit Diwas

®  World Sanskrit Day, also known as Vishva-Samakrita-Dinam, is an anneal event focused on the ancient Indian
language of Sansknt that incorporates lectures aboul the language and s mmed 1o promote its revival and
maintenance
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Rajiv Gauba, who has been in the news, holds which position in India?

[A] NITI Aayog Vice Chairman [B] Cabinet Secretary

[C] Home Secretary (D] Chierl’ Efection Commissioner
4, The first instanee of captive breeding of the Himalayan vulture in India at which state®

[A] Assam [B] Weest Bengal

[C] Odisha (D] Uttarakhand

3. Which country signed the Communication Interoperability and Security Memorandum of Agreement (C15-
PO ) wiith the L1LST
[A] Russia IB] Pakistan
[£] China 03] Papua Mew Guinea

g, Which institution has established & standard definition for * Water Meutrality ™"
[A] Minisiry of Jal Shakti [B]NITI Aayog
[C] WAPCOS [D] Indian Navy

A Which mstitulion releases the “Rice Price Index™?
[A] MITI Aayog [B] FAD
[C] IMF [0 US Federal Reserve

i Which Indian state is conducting a caste-based survey across the stawe?

[A] Madhya Pradesh [B] Bihar
[C] Tamil Nadu D] Kerala
T Which Union Ministry has set up a panel o revisit its regulations on anti-discrimination in higher educational
institutions?
[A] Ministry of Social Justice [B] Ministry of Education
[C] Mimstry of Culture (3] Minstry of Skill Development
g, As per the Supreme Court, wha! which institution retains power to serap Article 3707
[A] Prime Minister of India |B] President of India
[C] Rajva Sahha (D] Lok Sabha

% InFY 2022-23, Government e-marketplace (GeM) registered its highest ever Gross Merchandise value of?
[A] T 1.00 lakh crore. [B] 2 2.01 lakh crore.
[€] % 3010 lakh ¢rove, (2] T 4,00 lakh croce,
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[0, What is the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on full face value of anline gaming?
[A] 3% [B] 12%% [C] 3% [[] 28%

Al |

E .

11, Whai s India’s GET collection for the month of July 20237
[A] Ks 1,03 lakh crore 81 Rs 1,15 lakh criore
[C] Bs 1.65 lakh crore D] Es 195 lakh crore

12, Which stateUT launched the “Amrit Brikshva Andolan® app?
[A] As=um [B] West Bengal
[C] Odisha D] Gujarat

3. ‘Unmesha’ and *Utkarsh® festivals were inaugorated in which state/TT?
[A] Madhya Pradesh [B] Goa
[C] Gujarat (2] Maharashira

4.  Which Union Ministry has recently introduced o fresh visa category named *Ayush Yisa™?
[A] Ministry of Home Afairs [B] Ministry of External Aflairs
[C] Ministry of Avush (D] Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

[5.  Starlab siation 15 & joint venture of Voyager Space and which institution?
[A] Bocing [B] Airbus
[C] SpaceX [D] Dhruw

6. “MPOWER Measures®, which are seen in the news, are associated with which organisation?
[A] UM Women [B] World Health ﬂrg:mb:a.liun

[C] World Bank [12] International Monetary Fund

7. Which state/UT has approved “Water Tounism and Adventure Sports Policy, 202377
[A] Gujarai B8] Maharashitra
[C] Uttar Pradesh (D] Gea

I8, What is DCS, that has been launched by the Uinion Agriculiural Ministry?
[A] Drigital Crop Survey IB] Dysrable Crop Survey
[C] Doubling Crop Survey (D] Dhgtrabutive Crop Survey

19, UMESCO hes supgested sdding which city to its lst ol world herifage centres in danger?
[A] Mew Delhi [B] Rome
[C] Venice (D] Paris

20, FALCOM Shield-2023" is o mulitary exercise participated by which countries?
[A] India and USA [B] China and UAE
[C] China and Russia D] India and UAE

10-1» 11-C 3-; 14-A 15-B 16-1B 17-C 18-A

20-B
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21, Which institution relesised the publication titled *75 Endemic Birds of India’™
[A] MWITI Aayog [B] Zeological Survey of India
[C] UNEFP [D] Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

22, ‘Indian Buddhist Culture and Heritage Cenire’ is being constructed in which couniry?
[A] Myanmar [B] 54 Lanka
[C] Nepal (D] Thaiiand

23, India provides financial assistance of Bs 45 crore (o support digital identity project of which country?
[A] Bangladesh [B]5n Lanka
[C] Laos (D] Cambodia

24, Which Indian plaver finished as runner-up at the Australisn Gpen badminton foumarment?
[A] Lakshya Sen [B] HS Prannoy
[C] K Srikanth [D] Chirag Shetty

25, Which institution refeased the *Still Unprepared” Report?
[A] Oxfam Infernational [B]Warld Bank
[C] NASSCOM [] Rizk Horizons

Which state launched the *Gruha Jyothi scheme'™?
[A] Kerala [B] Kamataka
[C] Ddisha [13] Madhya Pradesh

K uttikkanam Palace, which was seen in the news, iz located in which state/UTT?
[A] kamataka [B] West Hengal
[C] Kerala (D3] Tamil Nadu

Where is the ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Metwork (ISTRAC) located?
| Al Bengaluru [B] Mahendra Giri
[C] Cochin [D] Sikkism

29, What iz the outlay of the Bharat™et project?
[A] B 0,59 lakh crone [B] B 0070 Takh erore
[C] Rz 1.3% lakh crore (D] Ba 3,39 lakh crore

a0, Which institution signed Molls with 35 institutions Tor promoting collaboration in standardization and
conformity assessment?

[A] NITI Aayog B] BIS
[C] NASSCOM (0] PIB

31, “Nabional Moth Week' = observed inowhich month?
[A] June [B] July [C] Avgust [[3] Beptember
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2. As per recent Home Ministry data, which state recorded the most number of missing girls between 2019 and 20217
[A] Gujarai [B] Madhya Pradesh
[C] Manipur [D] Uttarakhand

E .

ad

A3, What number of Income Tax Returns were filed for AY 2023-2024 in India?
[A] 4.77 crore [B] 5.77 croee
[C] &77 crore D] 7.77 erore

A4, Which imstitution barred intermediaries for annuities busines?
[A] RBI [B] SEBI [C] PFRDA [D] IRDAI

35, Foxconn subsidiary inked 1,600 crone deal with which state to set up electronic components manufactunng
Facility?
[A] Maharashira [B] Gujarat IC] Tamil Madu [¥] Karnataka

6. Which Union Ministry launched the “ULLAS {Understanding Lifelong Leaming for All in Society] initiative™
[A] Ministry of Education [B] Ministry of Finance
[C] Ministry of Corporate Affairs (3] Ministry of M5SME

The book titled *Memaories Mever Die, was launched as a tribute @07
|A] Atal Bihari Vajpayee [B] Abdul Kalam
[C] Pranab Mukherjee (D] Manmohan Singh

Which badminton plaver has clinched the Japan Open 2023 singles men’s title?
[A] Kidambi Srikanth B8] Viktor Axelzen
[C] Lakshya Sen [D] Chen Long

BARI Chinabadam=12, which was launched recently, is a new varety of which crop?
[A] Mango [B] Ground-nut [C] Paddy [ Cotton

40.  Benizsagar. which 15 im the news recently, iz a place located in which siate?
[A] Jhorkhand [B] Mahamshtra [C] Gugarat [[¥] Haryana

41.  As per Health Ministry data, which slate recorded the most deaths due o heatwaves oll June-end?
[A] Bihar [B] Eajosthan [C] Kerala [ V] Goujarat

42, Which Union Ministry has set up a working group to decriminalise brws to further promote ease of doing

business?
[A] Ministry of Finance IB] Ministry of MEME
[C] Ministry of Commerce and Industry (2] Ministry of Corporate Affairs

43, Which institution releases Digital Payments Index (DP1) in India?
[A] RBI [BINPCI
[C] NITI Aayag [D] Finance Ministry

32-B N-C MH-C 35-C

43-C 43-A
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44, Which state” UT saw the highest number of deaths due to rabies in the country in 20227
| A] Andhra Pradesh B Wesi Bengal
[C] New Delii (3] Maharushima

Al |

E .

43, Which country has granted Pakistan a tao-year rollover on USD 2.4 billion loan?
[A] China [B] USA [C] Russin [D] Germany

46, Which Union Minigtry is associated with Jan Yishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill?
[A] Ministry of Finance [B] Minstry of Commerce and Indusiry

[C] Mimistry of MSME D] Ministry of Comporate Affadirs

47, The Indian Institutes of Management {Amendment) Bill proposes which personality as the “Visitor” to all the

[1M57
[A] Prime Minister [B] President
[C7] Wice President (03] Union Edocation Mimister

48.  Micron is sct to establish India’s first semiconductor plant in which state?
[A] Tamil Madu [B] Guujarat
|C] Maharashitra D3] Lttar Pradesh

Indian companies kave heen allowed to list on foreign exchanges through which institution?
[A] SEBI [B] IFSC [C] RBI [D] NSE

What is the name of the motorsport championship for electric cars?
[A] Formula 2 [B] Formula E
[C] EC Formula [D] EC Racing

Which institution approved the Goidelings for Institutional Development Plan (1DP) for Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs)?

[A] NITI Aayop [B] UGC [CAICTE [D] CBSE

2.  How many deaths were recorded due to manual scavenging in the last five years in [ndia?

[A] 25 [B] I3 [C] 10 (o] 0

53, Which state has announced the establishment of *Mangrove Cell™?
[A] Kerala [B] Tamil Nadu [C] West Bengal [3] Assam

54.  The child helpline is being integrated with which Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) pan-India
nurnber?
[A] 104 [B] 112 [C] 1200 [ 2] 150K

44-C  45-A  46-B  47-B

54-B
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35, Which company is preparing to launch the world’s largest privately-owned satellite called IUPITER-37
[A] Space X [B] Virgin Galactic
[C] Blue Origin 1D} Boeing

36, Khongsang railway station, which was seen in the news, is located in which state?
[A] Manipur [B] Assam
[C] Bikkim D] Arunachal Prodesh

57, What is the new logo of Twitter afier replacing the iconic bird koga?
[A] Alphiabet < X" [B] Rocket
[C] Tesla Car (D] Chat symbaod

58, Muhammad Yunus, the Mobel laureate who was seenin the news, 15 from which country?
[A] India [B] Pukistan
[C'] Bangladesh [D] Sri Lanka

59, Dr Thani Al Zeyowdi, the chair of World Trade Organisation’s 13th Ministeral Conference, is from which
couniry’!

[A] lsrac] [B] UAE IC] Indonesia [13] Iram

Karman Kaur Thandi is associated with which sports?
| A] Tennis [B] Badminton [C] Squash [ 3] Table Tennis

What is the name of the new acheme launched to augment city bus operation by 10,000 e-buses on PPP model?
[ A] Bharat eBus Sewa 8] PM eBus Sewa
[C] City eBus Sewa [D¥] Central ¢Bus Sewa

What is the total cutlay of the expansion of ‘Digital India programime™?
[A] F4,903 crores [E] 11,903 crores [C]F14.903 crores [E¥] 24,903 crores

63, Central Board of Indirect taxes and Customs (CBICY signed Mutual Becognition Arrangemant (MBEA) with
which country?

[A] US4 [B] Uk IC] Australia [ 3] Genmany

&4, Which coountry 15 the host of international conference on *Preserving Information Integnty and Public Trust in
Elections™?

[A] India |B] Brazil [C] Framce | 3] Australia

65, Which Indian city is the *“G20-Digital Innovation Alliance (DIA) Summit™?
[A] Varanasi [B] Bengaluru [C] Pune [ 23] Chennai

&6, Matanging Hazea, who was seen an the news, was a woman [reedom fighter from which sfate?
[A] Assam [B] West Bengal [C] Kamataka [¥] Crdisha
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67, India has settled 1ts firsi-ever crude oil payment to which country in local cumrency?
[A] UAE [B] Russia [CT] Tran [ D] Malaysia

E .

68, Lake Ofrid, which was seen inthe news, = Iocated i which continent?
[ 4] Asia [B] Europe [C] North America [ 3] Australia

69, What is the proposed outlay of the Vishwakarma Yojana scheme, which was recently announced?
[A] Bs 10000 crore [B] Rs 15000 crore [C] Ris 2004} crore [[3] Rs 25000 crore

70, Bindeshwar Pathak, who passed away recently, was associated with which field?
[A] Politics [ B] Social Work [C] Spons [} Bcience

1. What is the Wholesale inflation recorded in India in July 20237
[A] (-}1.36% [B] (+)).36% [C]1{-)3.36% [0] (-)3.36%

72, The Comptroller and Auditor General {CAG) of India has flagped iregularities in which scheme?
[A] PN KISAN [B] Bharatmala programme  [C] Sagarmala programme [0 PM DISHA

Mlaan I=lamd, which was seen in the news, is located m which country?
[A] UK [B] Indenesia [C]USA [ 2] Japan

What 1= the name of the Project 17A frigate recently inaugurated by the Indian President in 20237
[A] Vindhyagin [B] Kailashgiri [C] Areagzir [¥] Shivgiri

Which country launched the “Sponge City Imitiative” in 20157
[A] Jopan [B] Chins [C]USA [] Australin

As per the recent monetary policy commiites announcement, what 15 the repo rate as of August 20237

[A] 5.5 % [B] 6.5 % [C]17.5 % [D] 8.5 %

77, Which country 15 the host of Malabar 2023 multilateral naval exercise?
[A] India [E] Australia [CTUAE [[¥] & Lanka

T8, Rehianee hio recently completed the work related 1o connecting which country with a High-Speed Optic Fibre
cahle?
[A] Cambixdia [B] Maldives (€] Tndonesia [[3] Sri Lanka

79, ‘One Digtrict One Product” launched its collaboration with which Union Ministry?
[A] Minisiry of Rural Development [B] Ministry of MSME
[C] Ministry of External Affairs [D] Ministry of Women and Child Developiment

80, Which couniry is the host of *Zayed Talwar 2023" exercise?
[A] Tran [B] Israel [C] UAE [ ] Pakistan

67-A o8-8 69-B Ti-B T1-A
77-B 78-B T9-A 80-C
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1. Rajouri Chikri wooderaft, which was seen in the news, is associated with which state/UT?
| A] Kamataka [B] Jarmmig and Eashmir IC]) Goa | D] Hirmachsal Pradesh

E .

82, Anancient “Crystal quartz weighing unit” haz been found in which archaeological site in India?
[A] Hampi [B] Keeladi [C] Dholavira [[¥] Lothal

83, The World Bank announced a halt on new public finance projects inwhich country, after itz Anti-Homosexuality
Act?
[A] Israel [B] fran [C] Upanda [[3] Afghanistan

B4, What is the new name of the National Institute of Industrial Enginesrng (NITTE)?
[A] 1M Mumbai [B] 1M Thane [C] 1M Pune (D3] HET Thane

85.  Which city is the host of the *National Conference on Malanda Buddhism™?
[A] Guwahati [F] Patna [C] Leh [1¥] Shillong

86.  Which Union Ministry released the *State of Elementary Education in Rural India” report?
[A] Ministry of Educatinn [B] Ministry of Rural Development
[C] Ministry of MSME (0] Ministry of Women and Child Development

Mediation Bill, 2023, aims to cut down the time to complete the mediation proceedings to how many days?
[A] 90 days [B] 120 days (€] 180 days [D] 270 days

Which state granted 32% quota for tribals in schools?
[A] Madhya Pradesh [B] Gujurat [C] Chhattssgarh [ [¥] Jharkhand

Whao is the head of the all-woman panel appointed by the Supreme Court o oversee reliel in Manipur?
[A] Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg [B] Justice Sonia Sotomayor
[C] Justice Cita Mittal (D] Justice Gvan Sudha Misra

W India's Defence Ministry has decided to replace Microsoft Operating System with which Operating system?
[A] Mava [B] macOs [C] Kuku [D] Haiku

91, Which company 5 set to lounch *India’s first kerosene-oxyeen-powered rocket'?
[A] Agnikul Cogmos [B] Dhruy Cosmos IC] Pixel Cosmos [ D] Oebat Cosmos

2. “Vidhayak Ksetrn Yikas Midhi Yojana' is associnted with which state/UT?
[A] Gujarat [B] Himachal Pradesh [T] Assam [3] West Bengal

4%, Which institution lnunched Centralised Web Portal “LIDGAM ™
[A] RBI [B] NITI Aavog [C] NHAI (D] NASSCOM

81-B 82-B 83-C 84-A
91-A 91-B 93-A
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94, Which country is the organiser of *Army 2023; 9th International Military-Technical Forum®?
[A] Russia [B] China [C] India [D] UAE

95, When was the “Maritime State Development Council” constituted in India?
[A] 1957 [B] 1977 [C] 1997 [D] 2007

96,  Whai isthe share provided by the Centre in implementation ol projects under “Morth East Special Infrastructure
Development Scheme™ (NESIDS)?

[A] 100% [B] 75% [C] 50% (D] 25%

%7. India has partnered with which country for the Meit¥- Mationnl Science Foundation (NSF) research
collaboration?

[A] Japan [B] UK [CIUSA [12] South Korea

8.  Which institution has recently approved UUSD 25 million proposal submitted by the India’s Department of
Animal Husbandry & Dairying?
[A] AlIB [B] World Bank [C] G20 Pandemic Fund (D] NDB

Which country is the host of *World ‘Water Week 2023 eveni?
[A] Sweden [B] USA [C]5n Lanka [[¥] Bangladesh

India’s first indigenous e=Tractor Prima ET11 is developed by which institution?
[A] L&T [B] DRDC [CTCSIR [E] OT Macdras
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